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FH E following Reflections were 

—— the Subject of ſeveral Letters 
Written by me from Rome to 
Friends in England; and as the 
Argument of them was much 
upon my Thoughts, and always in my View, 
during my Stay in Italy, ſo there hardly paſſed. 
a Day, that did not afford me freſh Matter 
and Proof for the Confirmation of it, tl 
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To the READ E R. 
my Collections grew up to the Size in which 
they now appear. Upon a Review of them 
at my Return, I found it neceſſary, for the ſake 
of Method and Connection, to diſpoſe them into 
one continued Argument, and collect into one 


View, under the Form of a fingle Letter, what 


had been more Sight and . touch d 


in ſeveral. 


Many Writers, I know, have treated the 
ſame Subject before me; ſome of which I have 
never ſeen; but thoſe I have looked into, 
handle it in a Manner ſo .different from what 
T1 have purſued, that I am under no Appre- 
benſion of being thought a Plagiary, or to 
have undertaken a Province already occupied. 


My Obſervations are grounded on Fatts, = 


I have been a Witneſs to myſelf, and whic 


others, perhaps, had not the Opportunity of 


examining perſonally, or confidering ſo parti- 
cularly as I have done: In the Repreſenta- 
mon of which, I have not claimed the allowed 
| | Privilege 


To the READER. 


Privilege of a Traveller, to be believed on my 
own Word, but for each Article charged on the 
Church of Rome, have generally produced ſuch 
Vouchers, as "OP "themſfves- will allow to be 
authentick. 


Much Leiſure, with an infirm State of 
Health, was the Cauſe of my Journey to Italy ; 
and on ſuch an Occafion I thought it a Duty 
incumbent on me to uſe the Opportunity given 
me by Providence towards detecting and expo- 
ing, as far as I was able, the true Spring and 
Source of thoſe Impoſtures, which, under the 
Name of Religion, have been forged and con- 
trived from T ime to Time, for no other Purpoſe, 
than to oppreſs the Liberty, as well as f 
the Property of Mankind. 


But whatever be my Opinion of the general 
Scheme of their Religion, yet, out of Fuſttce to 
the particular Profeſſors of it, I think myſelf 
obliged to _ that I found much Candour, 
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Io the READ ER. 
Humanity, and Politeneſs in all thoſe I had 
the Honour to converſe with; and tho my 
Character and Profeſſion were well known at 
Rome, yet I received particular Civilities from 


Perſons of the firſt Diſtinction both in the 


Church and the Court. 
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LETTER from ROME. 


STR; : LA 


. AM ſenſible, that by his Time you cannot 
5 but be deſirous to have ſome Account of 
the Entertainment I have met with in 
Rome; for as you have often heard mo 
declare a very high Opinion of the Plea- 
ſure which a curious. Man might reaſonably expect to 
find in it, ſo you will be impatient to hear, how far my 
Expectation has been anſwer'd, and my Curioſity ſatis- 
fied : You have, no doubt, obſerved from my former 
Letters, that the Pleaſure of my Travels ſeemed to 
grow upon me in Proportion to the Progreſs I made on 
my Journey, and to my Approach towards Rome; and 
that every Place I had feen the laſt, Rtill-pleas'd me the 
moſt : This was certainly true in my Road thro' Lyons, 
Turin, Genua; Florence ; but is much more remarkably 
ſo in regard to Rome, which, of all the Places I have 
yet ſeen, or ever ſhall ſee, is by far the moſt delightfuF 
and agreeable ; ſince all. thoſe very Things which hag. 
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LS } 
recommended any other Place to me, and which I had 
been. admiring, before ſingle and diſpers'd in-the ſeyeral 
Cities thro' which 1 had paſſed, may be ſeen, I find, in 
Rome, as it were in one View, and not only in greater 
Plenty, but in greater Perfection. 


I HAVE often been thinking, that this Voyage to Naly 
might properly enough be compared to the common 
Stages and Journey of Life: At our ſetting out thro' 
France, the Pleaſures we find, like thoſe of our Youth, 
are of the gay fluttering kind, which grow by Degrees, 
as we advance into Italy, more ſolid, manly, and ratio- 
nal, but attain not their full Strength and Perfection 


till we reach Rome; from which Point we no ſooner 


turn Homewards, than they begin again gradually to 
decline, and tho' ſuſtain'd for a while in ſome Degree 
of Vigour, thro' the other Stages and Cities of Italy, 
yet dwindle at laſt, inſenſibly, into Wearineſs and Fa- 
tigue, and a Deſire to be at Home; where the Traveller 
finiſhes his Courſe, as the old Man does his Days, with 
the uſual Privilege of being tireſome to his Friends by 
a perpetual Repetition of paſt Adventures. 


Bur to return to my Story; Rome is certainly of all 


Cities in the World the moſt entertaining to Strangers: 


for whether we conſider it in its Antient, or Preſent, its 
Civil, or Eccleſiaſtical State ; whether we admire the 
great Perfection of Arts exemplified in the noble Remains 
of Old Rome, or the Revival of the ſame Arts in the 
beautiful Ornaments of Modern Rome, every one, of 
what Genius or Taſte ſoever, will be ſure to find ſome- 
thing or other that will deſerve his Attention, and 
engage his Curioſity; and even thoſe, who have no 
particular Taſte or Regard at all for Things curious, 
but travel meerly for Faſhion-ſake, and to waſte Time, 
will ſtill ſpend that Time with more Satisfaction at 
Rome, 


the Feet of their Succeſſor I ʒ knew that t 


3 1 

Rome, than any where elſe; for that Eaſiheſs of Accom- 
modation as to all the Conveniencies of Life; that gene- 
ral Civility and Reſpe& to Strangers; that Quiet and 
Security which every Man of Prudence is ſure to find in 


it: But one Thing is certainly peculiar to this City; 
that tho? Travellers have generally been ſo copious in 


their Deſcriptions of it, and there are publiſh'd in all 
Parts of Europe ſuch voluminous Collections of its 


Curioſities, yet 'tis a Subject never to be exhauſted; 
ſince, in the infinite Variety of Entertainment it affords, 


every judicious Obſeryer will neceſſarily find out ſome- 


thing or other that has either eſcaped the Searches of 
others, or, that will at leaſt afford Matter for more parti- 
cular and curious Remarks than a common Traveller is 


* 


capable of making, or a general Collector has Time to 


reflect on. The learned Montfaucon, ſpeaking of the 


Villa of Prince Borgheſe, ſays, Tho' its utique Monu- 
V 
Print, that many more of them ſtill have been overlooked 
and omitted, than are publiſhed. * And if this be true 


ave been a hundred times deſcribed in 


of one ſingle Collection here, what an Idea muſt we 


have of the immenſe Treaſure of the ſame kind, which 
the whole City will furniſh? | XY 


py. As for my own Journey to this Place, it was not, I 
own, any. Motive of Devotion, which draws ſo many 


others hither, that occaſioned it: My Zeal was not that 
of viſiting the Holy Threſholds of the Eh or kiſſing 

| lat their Eccle/taſti- 
cal Antiquities were ' moſtly fabulous and legendary; 
ſupported by Fiftions and Impoſtures, too groſs to 
employ the Attention of a Man of Senſe: For ſhould 


- 


* Adeo ut cum ſexcenties in deſcriptionibus quæ de villa Burgheſiana in publi- 


. cum emiſſæ ſunt, monumenta bene multa enumerata recenſitaque ſint, multo 
plura prætermiſſa ſint inobſervata, Diar. Ital. c. 16. 
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1 
we allow them that St. Peter had been at Rome, (which 
ſome learned Men, however, have doubted of, ) yet 
they had not, I knew, any authentick Monuments 


' Temaining of him; any vifble Footfteps ſubſiſting to 


demonſtrate his Reſidence among them: and ſhould we 
ask them for any Evidence of this kind, they would 
refer us to the Impreſſion of his Face on the Wall of the 
5 | be confined or to a Fountain in 
the Bottom of it, raiſed miraculouſly by him ont of the 
Rock, in 22 to Ae his Kalle, H en, f Li to 
the Mark of our Saviour's Feet in a Stone, on which he 
appeared to him, and flopp'd him, as he was flying out of 
the City from a Perſecution then raging - In Memory of 
which Fact, there was a Church built on the Spot, call'd 
St. Mary delle Piante, or of the Marks of the Feet ; 
which falling into Decay, was ſupplied by a Chapel at 
the Expence of our Cardinal Pool * But the Sore itſelf, 


more valuable, as their Writers ſay, than any of the 


Precious ones, being a perpetual Monument and Proof o 
" the Chriſtian Religion, is preſerved with all due | Reve- 


rence in &t. Sebaſtian's Church; where I purchaſed a 


Print of it, with ſeveral others of the ſame kind: Or 
they would appeal perhaps to the Evidence of ſome 
Miracle wrought at his Execution; as they do in the 
' Caſe of St. Paul, in a Church of his, call'd, At the three 
Fountains, the Place where he was beheaded : on which 
| Occaſion, it ſeems, inſfead of Blood there iſſued only Milk 


© vid. Frid. Spanh. Miſcellan. Sacræ Antiq, 1. 3. Diſſertat. 3. 

pDue glorioſe memorie laſciarono di ſe in queſta prigione i detti fanti Apo- 

| oh, &c. Vid. Rom. Modern. Giorn. 5. c. 1 3: Rione di Campitelli. It. vid, 
- Aringhi Rom. ſubterran. I. 2. c. 1. It. Montfauc. Diar, Ital. c. 13. p. 174. 

Unda deeſt Petri virga Tarpeia Rupes 1 8 

Percuſſa, e Petris larga fluenta dedit, &c. 

Rom. modern. Giorn. 2. Rione di Ripa, 21. 

4 Vid. Aring. ibid. 1. 3. c. 21. Lapis vero ille digniſſimus & omni pretioſo 
pidi ante us, in D. Scbaſtiani Eccleſiam tranſlatus, ibidem, quo par eſt reli- 
gionis cultu, in perenne Religionis Chriſtianæ monumentum aſſervatur. " 

f | | rom 
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4 from his Veins; and bis Head, when ſeparated from his 
| Body, having made three Jumps on the Ground, raiſed at 
wr 1 Place a Spring of living Water, which retains ſtill, 
as they would perſuade us, the Plain Taſte of Milk. Of all 
which Facts we have an Account in Baronius, Mabillon, 
and all their graveſt Authors:; and may ſee printed il 
Figures of them in the DeFripfion of Modern Rome. * i 


IT was no Part of my Deſign to ſpend my Time FD | 
Abroad in attending to the ridiculous Fictions of this f 
kind: The Pleaſure 1 had chiefly propoſed to myſelf, | 
was to viſit the genuine Remains and venerable Religues N 9 
of Pagan Rome ; the authentick Monuments of Antiquity | lt 
that demonſtrate the Certainty of thoſe Hiſtories, which | 


are the Entertainment, as well as the Inſtruction of our 
younger Years ; and which, by the catly Prejudice of 
being the firſt Knowledge We acquire, as well as the 
Delight they give in deſeribing the Lives and*Manners 
of the greateſt Men that ever lived, gain ſometimes ſo 
much upon our riper Age, as to exclude too often, 
other more. uſeful and neceſſary. Studies 4 1 could not 
help flattering myſelf” with the Joy 1 ſhould have in 
viewing the very Place and Scene of thoſe important 
Events, the Knowledge and Explication of which have 
ever ſince been the chief Employment of the learned and 
polite World; in treading that Ground, where at every 
Step we ſtumble on the Ruins of ſome Fubrick defcribed 
by the Autients, and cannot help ſetting a Foot on the 
Memorial of ſome celebrated Aition, in which the ow 
Heroes of eee had been perſonally engaged. 


1 Cum n cxpur obtruncaretr, (non tam flenta anguinis, quam candi- 
aufem laſts rivuli de:. __ 

It. in ipſo autem Martyrii loco tres ac /pexigui jugiter fontes, &c. horum 
primus cxteris dulcior em lactis præ ſe fert, &c. Aring. l. * c. 2. It. 
vid. Baronii Annal. A. D. 69. It. Mabill. Iter Ital. 15 Wis 

Vid. Rom. mod. Gior, 2. c. 17. Rione di Ripa. pH 
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1 
amuſed myſelf with the Thoughts of taking a Turn in 
thoſe very, Walks where Cicero and his Friends had held 
VVV 
pes, where he had delivered ſome of his famots 
rr cn Kori, vio ff bg: 


\ 
0a 
4» 
— o 


1 * 
i, 


} 5 
: \ L 3 i 


- 


Such Fancies as. theſe, with which I often enter- 

_ tained myſelf on my Road to Rome, are not, I dare ſay, 
- © peculiar to myſelf, , but common to all Men of Reading 
- and Education, whoſe Dreams upon a Voyage to Italy, 
4 like the Deſcriptions of the 12 75 Fla repreſent no- 
 - thing to their Fancies, but the Pleaſure of finding out 
and conyerſing with 7hoſe Sages and Heroes of Antiquity, 
whoſe Characters they have moſt admired. Nor indeed 
is this Imag ination much diſappointed in the Event; for 
as Cicero 9 455 hei ber it be from Nature, or ſome 
Weakneſs..in us, tis certain, we are much more affetted 
ith the Sight of thoſe Places where great and famous Men 
Laue ſpent moſt Part of their Lives, than either to hear of 
their .Afiops or read their Works; And he was not, as. 
Bo ects un. © much pleaſed with Athens t/elf, for the 
Hate) Buildings or exquiſite 7.74 Art it was full of, 


as in recolleftins the great Men it had bred, in carefu 


viſiting their Sepulchres, and finding out the Place where 
each, Bad. lined, or walked, or Bald bis Diſputations 
And this is what eyery Man of Curioſity will, in the like 
Circumſtances, find true in himſelf: And for my own 
part, as oft as T have been rambling about in the very 
122 of Old Rome, or in that Tame Temple of Concord 


— 


Natura ne nobis hoc, inquit, datum dicam, an errore quodam, ut cum ea 
Fi loca videamus, in quibus Memoria dignos Viros acceperimus multos eſſe ver- 
4 | fatos, magis moveamur, quam 8 eorum ĩpſorum aut facta audiamus, aut 

| ql 1 ſeriptum aliquod legamus. Cic. de Fin. x. | | * 


Me quidem ipf ill noſtræ A henz non tam operibus magnificis, exquiſi- 
iſque antiquorum Artibus delectant, quam recordatione ſummorum Virorum, 

ubi quiſque habitare, ubi ſedere, ubi diſputare ſit ſolitus; ſtudioſeque eorum 

7 xe etiam Sepulchra contemplor, De Legib. 2. 2 

"0 | TJ | | where 
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5 L432 | 
where Tully aſſembled the Senate in Catalines Conſpi- 
racy ?, I could not help fancying myſelf much more 
ſenſible of the Force of his Eloquence ; whilit the very 
Impreſſion of the Place ſerved to raiſe and warm m 
Imagination to a Degree almoſt equal to that of his 014 


Audience. | 
As therefore my general Studies had furniſhed me 


with a competent Knowledge of Roman Hiſtory, as well 
as an Inclination to ſearch more particularly into ſome 


Branches of its Antiquities, ſo I had reſolved to ew 
L as 


myſelf chiefly in Inquiries of this ſort, and to lo 

little Time as poſſible in taking notice of the Fopperies 
and ridiculous Ceremonies of the preſent Religion of the 
Place. But in this I ſoon found myſelf miſtaken ; for 
the whole Form and outward Dreſs of their Worſhip 


ſeemed fo groſsly idolatrous and extravagant beyond 


what I had imagined, and made ſo ſtrong an Impreſſion 
on me, that I could not help conſidering it with a very 
particular Regard: eſpecially when the very Reaſon, 
which I thought would have hinder'd me from taking 
any notice of it at all, was the chief Cauſe that engaged 
me to pay fo much Attention to it: For nothing, I found, 
concurred ſo much with my original Intention of con- 
verſing ſolely or chiefly with the Antients, or ſo much 
help'd my Imagination to fancy myſelf wandering about 
in Old Heathen Rome, as to obſerve and attend to their 
Religious , Worſhip ; all whoſe Ceremonies appeared 


plainly to have been copied from the Rituals of Primi- 


tive Paganiſm, as if handed down by an uninterrupted 
Succeſſion from the Prie/ts of Old to the _ of New 
Rome; whilſt each of them readily explained and called 
to my Mind ſome Paſſage of a Claſſick Author, where 
the ſame Ceremony was deſcribed, as tranſacted in the 
ſame Form and Manner, and in the ſame Place, where J 


3 Vid. Orat. in Catilin. 3. 4. It. Phil. 2. 4. 3 
now 


[ 14 } 
now ſaw it executed before my Eyes: So that as oft as 
I was preſent at any Religious Exerciſe in their Churches, 
it was more natural to fancy myſelf looking on at ſome 
folema AF of Idolatry in Old Rome, than aſſiſting at a 
Worſhip, inſtituted on the Principles and formed upon 
the Plan of Chriſtianity. 7 8 


4 Maxx of our Divines have, I know, with much 
| 5 Learning and ſolid Reaſoning charg'd, and effectually 
J Yroy'd the Crime of Idolatry on the Church of Rome: 
4 theſe Controverſies, (in which there is ſtill ſome- 


pA 


i 1 thing plauſible to be ſaid on the other Side, and where 
the Charge is conſtantly denied, and with much Sub- 


e ect 


tilty evaded) are not capable of giving that Conviction, 
which I immediately received from my Senſes, the 
ſureſt Witneſſes of Fact in all Caſes; and which no 
Man can fail to be furniſh'd with, who ſees Popery, as 
it is exerciſed in Italy, in the full Pomp and Diſplay of 
its Pageantry, and practiſing all its Arts and Powers 
without Caution or Reſerve. This Similitude of the 
' Popiſh and Pagan Religion, ſeem'd ſo evident and clear, 
and ftruck my Imagination ſo forcibly, that I ſoon 
reſolved to give myſelf the Trouble of ſearching into 
the Bottom of the Notion, and to explain and demon- 
ftrate the Certainty of it, by exhibiting and comparing 
together the principal and moſt obvious Parts of each 
Worſhip; which, as it was my firſt Employment after 
I came to Rome, ſhall be the Subject of my firſt Letter 
from thence : reſerving therefore to my next, the Ac- 
count I deſign to give you of the Antiquities and other 
Curioſities of the Place, I ſhall find Matter enough for 
this Time, to tire both you and myſelf, in ſhewing the 
 Soarce.and Origin of the Popiſh Ceremsnies, and the 
exact Conformity of them with thoſe of their Pagan 
Anceſtors. 5 | 
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1 | THE very firſt thing that a Stranger muſt neceſſa- 

7 rily take Notice of, as ſoon as he enters their Churches, | 

is the Uſe of Incenſe or Perfumes in their Religions — Þ 

Offices - The firſt Step he takes within the Door will be 

ſure to make him ſenſible of it, by the Offence he will 

immediately receive from the Smell, as well as Smoak 

of this Incenſèe; with which the whole Church continues 

9 fill'd for ſome Time after every ſolemn Service: A 
. Cuſtom, received directly from Paganiſin; and which 

7 preſently called to my Mind the Old Deſcriptions of 

| the Heathen Temples and Altars, which are ſeldom or * 
never mention'd by the Ancients without the Epithet _ 
of perfumed or incenſed *. | | 8 | 
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1 AND in ſome of their Principal Churches, where 4 
you have before you, in one View, a gzeat Number of 
Altars, and all of them ſmoaking at once with Steam 
of Incenſe, how natural it. is to imagine oneſelf tranſ- 
ported into the Temple 2 ſome Hat hen Deity, or that 
of the Paphian Venus deſcribed by Virgil? : 

Þ Ubi Templum illi centumque Sabeo | 
= hure calent Are, ſertiſque recentibus halant. 
| | An. I. 420. 


P —— ne 


© | Fer hundred Altars there with Garlands crown'd, 
9 And richeſt Incenſe ſmoaking breathe around © 
- > Sweet Odours, &c. | 3 


. ˙ A Sonnet bo CAE 


UNDER the Pagan Emperours, the Uſe of Incenſe for 
any Purpoſe of Religion was thought ſo contrary to the 


4 od. pu . ACE, tt rec e 


—— — 


4 rue. Bait Oviies. Hom Il. al. 148. 

— Thuricremis cum dona imponeret Aris, Virg. En. 4. v. 453. ji 
Theocrit. Id. . 123. Hom. II. d. 48. Virg. 11. En. 481. J 
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Obligations of Chriſtianity, that in their Perſecutions, 
the very Method of trying and convicting a Chriſtian, 
was by requiring him only to throw: the leaſt Grain M it 


into the Cenſer, or ou the Altar *. | 
UN pf the Chriſtiau Emperours,' on the other hand, 


it was look'd upon as a Rite fo peculiarly Heatheniſh, 


that * the very Places or Houſes, where it could be 
proved to have been done, were by a Law of Theodo- 
ſins, confiſcated to the Government. 7 95 


I the Oli Bas-Reliefs, or Pieces of Sculpture, where any 


Heathen Satrifice is repreſented, we never fail to obſerve 
a Boy in Sacred + wah which was always white, attend- 


ing on the Prie/f, with a little CH or Box in his 


Hands, in whi 
#he Altar . And in the fame manner ſtill in the 
Church of Rome, there is always a Boy in Surplice, wait- 
ing on the 1 Altar with Sacred Utenſils, and 
among the re 5 

which, being ſet on Fire, the Prieſt, with many ridi- 
culous Motions and Croſſings, waves ſeveral times, as 
tis ſmoaking, around and over the Altar in different 
Parts of the Service. | 55 1 


THe next thing that will of courſe ſtrike one's Ima- 
gination, is their Uſe of Holh- water For nobody ever 


Adeo ut Chriſtianos vers ſacrificare crederent, ubi ſummis Digitis paululum 
thuris injeeiſſent im Acerram, &c. Vide Durant. de Ritib. lib. 1. c. 9. 
Non eſt in eo tantùm Servitus Idoli, fiquis duobus digitulis Thura in buſtum 
aræ jaciat. Hieron. Oper. T. 4. Epiſt. ad Heliod. p. 8. # | 
Namque omnia loca, quz Thuris conſtiterit vapore fumiſſe, fi tamen ea 
fuiſſe in jure thurificantium probabitur, Fiſco noſtro adſocianda cenſemus, &c. 
Jac. of. de Stat. Paganor. ſub Chriſtian. Imper. leg. 12. p. 15. | 

3- Vid. Montfauc. Antiq. Tom. 2. Plate 23, 24, 25. 

Da mihi thura, Puer, Pingues facientia Flammas, Ovid. Trift. 5. 5. 
| ö goes 
2 


this Incenſe was kept for the Uſe of 


the Thuribulum or Veſſel of Incenſe, 


ee 
ne 


r 


| Where this Practice is mention'd, ſays, 


4 
4 
ES 
— 
PR 
3 
8 5 
N 
we 4 
* 14 
52 
0 
EP 
I 
BER 
hy 
* 1. 
: iy 5 
1-20 He 
$4 
1 
\ 
us 
; 


1 


goes in or out of a Church, but is either ſprinkled by the 


Prieſt, who attends for that Purpoſe on folemn Days, 
or elſe ſeryes himſelf with it from a Yee, uſually of 
Marble, placed juſt at the Door, not unlike one of our bapri/- 
mal Fonts : Now this Ceremony is 1o notoriouſly and 
directly tranſmitted to them from Pagani/m, that their 
own Writers make not the leaſt Scruple to own it. The 
Feſuit La Cerda, in his Notes on a. he” of Virgil, 
hat hence was 
derived the Cuſtom of Holy Church to provide purifyin 
or holy — at 2 ee ＋ Heir C rs 
Aquaminarium or Amula, ſays the Learned Montfaucon, 
was a Yaſe of Holy-water, placed by the Heathens at the 
Entrance of their Temples, to ſprinkle themſelves with. * 
The ſame Veſſel was by the Greeks called Tiepippavlipur ; 
two of which, the one of Gold, the other of Silver, 
were given by Crœſis to the Temple of Apollo at Del- 
phi. And the Cuſtom of /prinkl/ing themſelves was ſo 
neceſſary a Part of all their religious Offices, that the 
Method of Excommunication ſeems to have 'been 
prohibiting to Offenders the Approach and Uſe of the 
Holy-water Pot * : The very Compoſition of this Hoh. 
water was the ſame alſo among the Heathens, as it is 
now among the Papiſis, being nothing more than a 


* Spargens rore levi, &c. Virg. En. 6. 230. vid. Not. 
2 Vid. Montfauc. Antiquit. T. 2. Pt. 1. I. 3. c. 6. 
xelaggs J des? ob OM 3 
Aeud egrdptre See vag. 8 Eurip. Jone, v. 965. 


Herodot. 1. 1. 51. Clem. Alex. Strom. l. 1. : eee 
* Vid. Æſchin. Orat, contra Cteſiphon. 58. 


C 
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Mixture of Salt with common Water * And the Form 
of the Sprinkling-Bruſh, called by the Ancients Aſper- 
ſerium or Aſpergillum (which is much the ſame with 
what the Pries now make uſe of) may be ſeen in 
Bas-reliefs, or ancient Coins, where-ever the In 


. 8 ia, or 
Emblems of the Pagan Prieſthood are deſcrib'd, of which 


tis generally one. 


— — — 
* 

* al « _ * 

o — 


 PLATINA in his Lives of the Popes, and other 
Authors, aſcribe the Inftitution of this Holy-water to 
Pape Alexander the Firſt ; who is faid to have lived 
about the Year of Chriſt 113. but it could not be intro- 
duced fo early, ſince for ſome Ages after we find the 
primitive Fathers ſpeaking of it, as a Cuſtom purely 
* and condemning it as impions and deteftable - 
Juſflin Martyr ſays, That it was invented by Demons 
zn Imitation of the true Baptiſm ſignified by the 
Prophets, that their Votaries might alſo baue their 
etended Purifications by Mater. And the Emperour 
Folie, out of Spite to the Chriſtians, uſed to order the 
iQuals in the Markets to be ſprinkled with Holy-water, 
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on oſe either to ſtarve, or force them at leaſt to 
= * by their own Principles they eſteemed pol- 
. % 4+ g ; i 


ue um adſſ Durant. 
de Rit. 1. 1. c. 21. eaque popul Pergere 


Iren MN dagar wrypiroy, ds per CU“ 
Gai imppaiver ig iu,ia dc Aeg Up. Trkhucocrit. x. 9. 
; dv dN. Menand. Fragm. 


* Vid. Montfauc. Antiq. T. 2. P. 1.1. 3. c. 6. * be ſeen on 4 Silver Coin of 
Jabs s Czar, as well as many other Emperors. — Agoſtini diſtorſo ſopra 4 


a Kat N e- On. 73m dxbouyre it Aaipares d 5% meopitle uu 
e IE ee . 
Vid. Hoſpinian. de Orig. Templor. I. 2. c. 25. | 

| Tazvs 
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Tuvs we ſee what contrary Notions the Primitive and 
Romiſh Church have of this Ceremony: the firſt condemns 
it as ſuperſtitious, abominable, and irreconciteable with 
Chrsftianity : The latter adopts it as highly edifying 
and applicable to the Improvement of Chriſtian Piety. 
The one looks upon it as the Contrivance of the Devil 
to delude Mankind; the other as the Security of 


Mankind againſt the Deluſſons of the Devil. But 


what is ſtill more ridieulous than eyen, the Ceremony 
itſelf, is to ſee their learned Writers gravely reckonin 
up the ſeveral Virtues and Benefits derived from the Uſe 
of, it both to Soul and Body; and to crown all, producing 
a long Roll of Miracles to atteſt the Certainty of each 
Virtue they aſcribe to it. And may we not now. juſtly 
apply to the preſent People of Rome what was ſaid by 
the Poet of its Old Inhabitants, for the Uſe of this very 
Ceremony © ee 3 

Ah nimium faciles, qui triſtia crimina cædis 

Fluminea tolli poſſe putetis aqud ! 3 
| Ovid. Faſt. 2. 45. 
Ah, eaſy Fools, to think that a whole Flood 
Of Water e er can purge the Stain of Blood! 


I do not at preſent recolle& whether the Antients 
went ſo far, as to apply the Uſe of this Holy-water to 
the purifying or bleſſing their . Horſes, Aſſes, and other 
Cattle; or whether this be an Improvement of modern 
Rome, which has dedicated a yearly Feſftival peculiarly 
to this Seryice, called in their yulgar Language, the 


* Durant. de Ritib. 1. 1. c. 21. it. Hoſpin. ibid. | 
* Hujus Aquz Benedictæ Virtus vartis miraculis illuſtratur, &c. Durant. ibid. 
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Benediction of Horſes ; which is always celebrated with 
much Solemnity in the Month of January; when all the 
Inhabitants of the City and Neighbourhood, ſend up 
their Horſes, Aſſes, &c. to the Convent of St. Anthony, 
near St. Mary the Great, where a i in Surplice at 
the Church Door /prink/es with his Bruſh all the Ani mals 
ſingly, as they are preſented to him, and receives from 
_ each Owner a Gratuity proportidnable to his Zeal and 
Ability*. Amongſt the reſt I had my own Horſes bleſt 
at the Expence of about Eighteen Pence of our Money, 
as well to ſatisfy my own Curioſity, as to humour the 
Coachman, who was perſuaded, as the common People 
generally are, that ſome Miſchance would befall them 
within the Year, if they wanted the Benefit of this Be- 
nediction. Mabillon in giving an Account of this Cuſtom, 
makes no other Reflection upon it, than that it was mew 
and unuſual to him *. 


I HAvE met indeed with ſome Hints of a Practice 
not quite foreign to this among the Ancients ; of /þrink- 
ling their Horſes with Mater in the Circenflan Games : = 
But whether this was done out of a ſuperſtitious View, 
of inſpiring any Virtue, or purifying them for thoſe- 
Races which were eſteemed Sacred; or meerly to refreſh 
them under the Violence of ſuch an Exerciſe, is not 
eaſy to determine: But allowing the Romiſh Prieſts to 


1 : 2 
— N 


Nr Ma ogni ſorte d'animali a queſto Santo fi raccommanda, e però nel giorno 
della ſua feſta ſono portate molte offerte a queſta ſua Chieſa, in gratitudine delle 


atie, che diverſi hanno ottenute da lui ſopra de' loro beſtiami. Rom. Modern. 
— 6. c. 46. Rione de Monti. 


> Fn, Feſto Sancti Antonii prope S. Mariam Majorem ritus nobis inſolitus viſus 
eſt, ut quicquid Equorum eff in Urbe ducantur cum ſuis phaleris ad portam 
Eccleſiæ, ubi Aqua luſtrali ab uno e Patribus omnes & ſinguli aſperguntus dato. 
annuo cenſu. Mabill, It. Ital. p. 136. 


Vid. Rubenit Elect. I. 2, 18, : 


baye 


a? 


have taken the Hint from ſome Ol Cuſtom of Paganiſm; 
yet this however muſt be granted them, that they 


alone were capable of cultivating ſo coarſe and barren 
a. Piece of Superſtition into a Revenue ſufficient for the 


Maintenance of forty or fifty idle Monks. 


No ſooner is a Man advanced a little forward into 
their Churches, and begins to look about, but he will 
find his Eyes and Attention attracted by the Number of 

mps and Wax Candles, which are conſtantly burning 
before the Shrines and Images of their Saints In all the 
great Churches of Italy, ſays Mabillon ", they hang up 
Lamps at every Altar : A Sight, which will not only 
ſurprize a Stranger by the Novelty of it, but will fur- 
niſh him with another Proof and Example of the Confor- 
mity of the Romiſh with the Pagan Worſhip ; by recal- 
ling to his Memory many Paſſages of, the Heathen 
Writers, where their perpetual Lamps and Candles are 
deſcribed, as continually burning before the Altars and 
Statues of their Deities *. | | 


HERODOTUS. tells us of Agyptians, (who 
firſt introduced the Uſe of Lights or Lamps in their 
Temples ?) that they had a famous yearly Feſiival, called 
from the principal Ceremony of it, the lighting up of 
Candles. But there's ſcarce a /ingle Feſtival at Rome, 


an) 


mis 


1 Ad ſingulas Eccleſiz aras (qui ritus in omnibus Italiæ Baſilicis obiervatur) 
ſingule appenſæ ſunt Lampades. Mabill. It. Ital. p. 25. er 


2 placuere & Lychnuchi penſiles in delubris. Plin. Hiſt. Nat. I. 34. 3. 
Vidi Cupidinem Argenteum cum Lampade. Cic. in berr. 2. 
: Centum aras poſuit, vigilemque ſacraverat ignem. | 
Virg. En. 4. 200. 
Clem. Alex. Strom. 1.1. c. 16. 


Kai og]y dreh xb AN n Herod. I. 2. LXII. Edit. Lond. 
| | ; 


* Which 
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| $7 Th 
which might not for the ſame Reaſon be called by the 
ſame Name, 


The Primitive Writers frequently expoſe the Folly 
and Abſurdity of this Heatheniſh Cuſtom + they light 
* Candles to God, ſays Lafantius, as if he liv'd in 
8 


Dark and do not they deſerve to paſs for Madmen, 
who offer Lamps to the Author and Giver of Light ? 


Ix the Collections of Old Inſcriptions, we find many 
Inſtances of Preſents and Donations from private Perſon 
of Lamps and Cundleſticks to the Temples and Altars of 
their Gods A Piece of Zeal which continues fill the 
fame in modern Rome; where each Church abounds 
with Lamps of maſſy Silver, and ſometimes even of Gold; 
the Gifts of Princes, and other Perſons of Diſtinction: 
And tis ſurprizing to ſee how great a Number of this 
| kind are perpetually burning before the Altars of their 
11 Principal Saints, or Miraculous Images; as St. Anthony 
1 : of Padua, or the Lady of Loretto; as well as the vaſt 
; rofuſion of Wax Candles with which their Churches 
are illuminated on eyery great Feſtival : when the 


Y | | high Altar covered over with Gold and Silver Plate, 
\ I brought for the Purpoſe out of their Treaſuries, and 
1 ſtuck full of Wax Lights, diſpoſed in beautiful Figures, 
1 | looks more like the rich Side-board of ſome great Prince, 
1 N = dreſſed out for a Feaſt, than an Altar to pay divine 
Hl Worſhip at. 


q | But a Stranger will not be more ſurprized at the 
Wii Number of Lamps, or Wax Lights burning before their 


1 * Hoſpin, de Orig. Templor. I. 2. 22. | 
2 Cupidines 11. cum ſais Lychnuchis & Lucerna, Grut. Inſer. 177. 3. 


* 
of 
— 


; 


1 | Altars, 


[23-1 | 

Altars, than at the Number of Oferings, or Votive Gifts, 
which are hanging all around them, in conſequence of 
Yows made in the Time of Danger, and in Gratitude for 
Deliverances and Cures wrought in Sickneſs or Diftreſs : 
a Practice ſo common among the Heathens, that no one 
Cuſtom of Antiquity is ſo frequently mentioned by all 
their Writers; and many of their Original Donaria, or 
Votive Offerings are preſerved to this Day in the Cabinets 
of the Curious; viz. Images of Metal, Stone, or Clay, as 
well as Legs, Arms, and other Parts of the Body, which 
had formerly been hung up in their Temples in Teſti- 
mony of ſome divine Fayour or Cure effected by their 
tutelar Deity in that particular Member * : but the moſt 
common of all Oferings were Pictures, repreſenting the 
Hiſtory of the miraculous Cure or Deliyerance vouch- 
fafed upon the Vow of the Doner. 


| Nunc Dea, nunc ſuccurre mihi ; nam poſſe mederi 
Pidla docet Templis multa Tabella zuis. 'Tibul. El. 1. 3. 


N ow, Goddeſs, help, for thou canſt Help beſtow, 
As all theſe Pictures round thy Altars ſne . 


A Friend of Diagoras the Philoſopher, call'd the ; 
F Atheiſt, having found him once in a Temple, as the i 
= Story is told by Cicero, Jou, ſays he, who think the j 
A Gods take no notice of human Afairs, do not you ſee here | 
I by this Number of Pictures, how many People for the ſake 
1 of their Vous have been ſaved in Storms at Sea, and got 1 
= ſafe into Harbour? Yes, fays Diagoras, I ſee how it is; j 
3 or _ are never painted, who happen to be drowned. 
$ The Temples of Aſculapius were more efpecially rich in 
3 * Vid. Montfauc. Antiq. T. 2. p. 1. I. 4. c. 4,5, 6. 
I Cic. Nat. Deor. I. 3.253. | 
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[ 24 ] ; 
theſe Offerings, which Livy ſays, were the Price and 
Pay for the Cures he had wrought for the Sick. And 
they uſed always to hang up in them and .expoſe. to 
common View in Tables of Braſs or Marble a Catalogue 
or Relation of all the mraculous Cures he had performed 
for his Votaries * : A remarkable Fragment of one of 
theſe Tables is ſtill remaining and publiſhed in Gruter's 
Collection, having been found in the Ruins of the 
Temple of the ſame God in the I/land of the Tiber at Rome - 
Upon which the learned Montfaucon makes this Reflec- 
tion; that in it arc either ſeen the Miles of the Devil to 


deceive the Credulous; or elſe the Tricks of Pagan Prieſts 


ſuborning Men to counterfeit Diſeaſes and miraculous 
Cur ES 7. 5 | ; 


Now this Piece of Superſtition had been found of 
old ſo beneficial to the Prie/thood, that it could not fail 
of being taken into-the Scheme of the Romiſh Worſhip - 
where it reigns at this Day-in as full Height and Vigour 
as in the Ages of Pagan Idolatry, and in ſo groſs a Man- 
ner as to give Scandal and Offence even to ſome of their 
own Communion. Polydore Virgil, after having de- 
ſcribed this Practice of the Antients, In the ſame Manner, 
ſays he, do we now offer up in our Churches little Images 
of Wax ; and as oft as any Part of the Body is hurt, as 
the Hand or Foot, Kc. we preſently make a Vow to God, 
or one of his Saints, to whom upon our Recovery we make 


— 


Tum donis dives erat, quæ remediorum Glutarium ægri mercedem facra- 
verant Deo. Liv. l. 45. 28. 


* To icedv TAngss £xov10- dei wy T6 b, Y r A) MVAKAY, 
y 67s ayayeygrappirc T X4v501 drbegantiar. Strabo T. 1. p. 575. 


3 Gruter. Inſcript. p. 7. 
Et Montfauc. Antiq. T. 2. P. 1. 1.4. c. 6. 


© Ibid. 
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an Offering of that Hand or Foot in Wax + Which Cuſtom 
is now come to that Extravagance, that we do the fame 
thing for our Cattle, as we do for ourſelves, and make Offer- 
ings on account of our Oxen, Horſes, Sheep ; where a [cru- 
pulous Man will queſtion whether in this we imitate the 


Religion or Superſtition of our Anceſtors i. 


TRE Altar of St. Philip Neri, ſays Baronius a, ſhines 
with votive Pictures and Images, the Proofs of as many 
Miracles, receiving every Day the additional Luſtre of 
freſh Offerings from ſuch as have been favoured with freſh 
Benefits Amongſt whom the preſent Pope himſelf pays, 
as 1 have been told, a yearly Acknowledgment, for a 
* miraculous Deliveratice he obtained by invoking his 
Saint, when he had like to have periſhed under the Ruins 
of a Houſe oyerturn'd in an Earthquake. 2 
THERE is commonly ſo great, a Number of theſe 
Oferings hanging up in their Churches, that inſtead of 
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1 Pol. Virg. de Inv. Rer. I. 5. 1. 
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2 Baron. Ann. 1. An. 57. n. 162. It. Aring. Rom. Subter. I. 1. c. 30. it. I. 6. 27. 
Y This Philip Neri is a Saint in high Eſteem in all Parts of Italy, where he has 
M2 many Churches dedicated to him : he was Founder of the Congregation of the 
1 Oratory, and died about a Century and half ago: his Body lies under his Altar, 
1 with the following Inſcription, in a fine Church called Chieſa Nuova, which 
"3 was founded and built for the Service of his Congregation; where we ſee his 
E. Picture by Guido, and his Statue by Algardi. Cardinal Baronius, who was one 
| | of his Diſciples, lies buried too in the fame Church. | 
; b CORP VS 
S. PHILIPPI NERII CONGR. ORATORII 
| FVNDATORIS 
AB IPSO DORMITIONIS DIE ANNOS * 
QVATVOR ET QVADRAGINTA 
INCORRVPTVM DIVINA 
VIRTVTE SERVATVM OCVLIS FIDELIVM 
| . EXPOSITVM A DILECTIS IN CHRISTO 
= FILIHS SVB EIVSDEM S. PATRIS ALTARI 
F PERPETVAE SEPVLTVRAE MORE MAIORVM 
| COMMENDATVM EST | 
ANNO SALVTIS. M. DC. XXXVIII. 
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[ 26 ] 
adding any Beauty, they often give Offence, by cover- 
ing or obſtructing the Sight of ſomething more valuable 
and ornamental : Which we find to have been the Caſe 
likewiſe in the Old Heathen Temples ;, where the Prieſts 
were obliged ſometimes to take them down, for the Ob- 
ſtruction they gave to the Beauty of a fine Pillar or 
Altar * : for they conſiſt chiefly, as has been ſaid, of 
Arms, and Legs, and little Figures of Wood or Wax, but 
eſpecially Pieces of Board painted, and ſometimes indeed 
fine Pidtures, deſcribing the Manner of the Deliverance 
obtained by the miraculous 4 — of the Saint in- 
voked: Of which Offerings the bleſſed Virgin is ſo ſure 
always to carry off the greateſt Share, that it may truly 
be ſaid of her, what Fuvenal ſays of the Goddeſs Is, 
whoſe Religion was at that 'Time in the greateſt Vogue 


at Rome, that the Painters get their Livelihood out of 
her. | 


PiFores quis neſcit ab Tide paſsi ? \ 


As once to Ie, now it may be ſaid, 
That Painters to the Virgin owe their Bread. 


dv 


As oft as I have had the Curioſity to look over theſe 
Donaria, or votive Offerings, hanging round the Shrines 
of their Images, and conſider the ſeveral Stories of each, 
as they are either expreſs'd in Painting, or related in 
Writing, I have always found them to be but meer 
Copies, and as it were verbal Tran/lations of the old Ori- 
ginals of Heatheniſm : for the Jo is often ſaid to have 
been divinely inſpired, or expreſsly commanded; and the 
Cure and Deliverance wrought either by the vi//ble Ap- 
parition, and immediate Hand of the Tutelar Saint, or by 
the Notice of a Dream, or ſome other miraculous Admo- 


* 


Ab his columnis quæ incommode oppolita videbantur, ſigna amovit, &c. 
Liv. l. 40. 51. . | 
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_ nition from Heaven. There on be no doubt, ſay their 
Writers , but that the Images of our Saints often work 
ſignal Miracles, by procuring Health to the Infirm, and 
appearing to us often in Dreams, to ſuggeſt ſomething of 
great Moment for our Service. | 


AND what is all this, but a Revival of the old Impo- 
flares, and a Repetition of the ſame old Stories, which 
the antient Inſcriptions are full of, with no other Diffe- 
rence, than what the Pagans aſcribed to the imaginary 
Help of their Deities, the Pafi/ts as fooliſhly impute to 
the Favour of their Saints? As may be ſeen by the 
few Inſtances I have ſubjoined, out of the great Plenty 
which all Books of Antiquities will furniſh : And whe- 
ther the Reflection of Father Montfaucon on the Pagan 
Prieſts, mentioned above, be not in the very ſame Caſe 
as juſtly applicable to the Romiſh ones, I. muſt leave to 
the judgment of my Reader. | 


{ 


—_— — — 


o 

1 
1 
4 
þ 
* 
$3 
| Oc 
by 
& 
et 
* 
17 
i 
| 
E 
7 
©, 
7 
4 
| | 
7 
3 

7 
* 
b, 


Extra omnem controverfiam eſt, Sanctorum Imagines mirifica deſignare 
miracula, ut & debilibus valetudo bona per eos concilietur, ſæpeque in ſomniis 
apparentes optima quæque nobis conſulant. Durant. de Ritib. 1. 1. c. 5. 
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And that this is ſtill the Stile of Votive Inſcriptions with the Papiſts, we ſee 
by the following one in a Church at Milan. 


7 DIVAE . . SAVINAE, &c. 
Z $ LIVIA. EVPHEMIA . . IN 
A AcERBO. STOMACHI 
| CRVCIArv. OPEM NACTA. 
V. S. M. D. XI. 


2 SILVANO SALVTART SILVANO 
L. MANLIVS SATVRNINVS — 
EX VISO POSVIT. SOMNIO MONITA ; 
Gruter. p. 65. | ib. 62. | 
MINERVAE. MEMORI IOVI OPT. &c. | 
CAELIA. IVLIANA. FLAVIVS. COSMY'S | 
INDULGENTIA. MEDICINARUM IVSSV DEI FECIT. 
EIVS GRAVI. INFIRMITATE. | 20. | 
LIBERATA. D.P. ö 
48. | | 
| 
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Bur the Gifts and Offerings of the kind I have been 
ſpeaking of, are but the Fruits of vulgar Zeal, and the 
Preſents of inferior People, whilſt Princes and great Per- 
ſons, as it uſed to be of old, frequently make Offerings. 
of large Ye/els, Lamps, and even Statues of mafſy Silver 
or Gold, with Diamonds, and all ſorts of Precious Stones 
of incredible Value; ſo that the Church of Loretto is 
now become a Proverb for its immenſe Riches of this 
ſort, juſt as 4pollo's Temple at Delphi was with the An- 
tients on the ſame Account. | IE, 


O d Ae 830; dpfroper Wd; theyes 

Soi ATN lee dOds 
Nor all the Wealth Apollos Temple holds 
Can purchaſe one Day's Life, &c. 


IN the famed Treaſury of this Holy Houſe, one Part 
conſiſts, as it did too among the Heathens, of a Ward- 
robe And whilſt they were ſhewing us the great Variety 
of rich Habits tis fill'd with, ſome covered with pre- 
cious Stones, others moſt curiouſly embroidered by tuch 
a Queen, or Princeſs, tor the Uſe of the miraculous 

mage; I could not help recollecting the Picture which 
old Homer draws of Queen Hecuba of Troy, proſtrating 

| herſelf before the miraculous Image of Pallas, with a 
Preſent of the richeſt and beſi=wrought Gawn ſhe was - 
Miſtreſs of. | | 


Tos & duzxpÞn Eud En Oe Se go Abbey, 
7O; NN GO. tw mor wan nd: ways 3 
Agne M ws ame z ume, KC. II. C. 293. 
A Gown ſhe choſe, the beſt and nobleſt far, 
Sparkling with rich Embroidery like a Star, Cc. 


* 


| * Conſul Apollini £ſculapio, faluti dona vovere, & dare ſigna inaurata juſſus: 
4 ö quz vovit, deditque. Liv. l. 40. 37. | 
THe 
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TRE Mention of Loretto puts me in mind of the Sur- 
prize I was in at the firſt Sight of the Holy Image; for 
its Face is as black as a Negros, that one would take it 
rather for the Repreſentation of a Proſerpine, or infernal 
Deity, than what they impiouſly ftile it, the Jueen of 
Heaven, But I ſoon recollected, that this very Circum- 
ſtance of its Complexion made it but reſemble the more 
exactly the old os of Paganiſm, which in ſacred as well 
as profane Writers are ae to be black with the per- 
petual Smoak of Lamps and Incenſe *. 


WHEN a Man is once engaged in Reflections of this 
kind, imagining himſelf in ſome Heathen Temple, and 
expecting as it were ſome Sacrifice, or other Piece of Pa- 
ganiſm to enſue, he will not be long in Suſpence before 
he ſees the finiſhing Act and laſt Scene of genuine [dola- 
try, in Crouds of bigot Votaries proſtrating themſelves. 
before ſome Image of Mood or Stone, and paying divine ET 
Honours to an Idol of their own erecting. Should they 
ſquabble with us here about the Meaning of the Word 
Hdol, St. Ferom has determined it to the very Caſe in 
queſtion, telling us, that by Idols are to be underſtood 
the Images of the Dead * and the Worſhippers of ſuch 
Images are uſed always in the File of the Fathers, as 
Terms ſynonymous and equivalent to Heathens or 
Pagans 3. | 
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As to the Practice itſelf, it was condemned by many 
of the wiſeſt Heathens, and for ſeveral Ages, even in 
Pagan Rome, was thought impious and deteſtable; for 


Baruch. 6. 19, 21. Arnob. 1.6. 
* 1dola intelligimus Imagines mortuorum. Hier. Comm. in Iſa. c. 37. 


3 Innumeri ſunt in Græcia exteriſque nationihus, qui ſe in diſcipulatum 
Chriſti tradiderunt, non fine ingenti odio corum qui ſimulacra venerantur.. 
Pamphili Apol. pro Orig. vid. Hieron. Op. Tom. 5. p. 233. Ed. Par. 


Numa, 


Las] 

Nama, we find, prohibited it to the od Romans, nor 
would ſuffer any Images in their Temples Which Conſti- 
tution of his they obſerved religiouſly, ſays Plutarch, * 
for the firſt Hundred and ſeventy Tears of the City. But 
as Image Worſhip was thought abominable even by ſome 
Pagan Princes, ſo with the firſt Chriſtian Emperors it 
was forbidden on Pain of Death : * Not becauſe theſe 
Images were the Repreſentations of Demons, or falſe 
Gods, but becauſe they were vain, Jexfelefs Idols, the 
Mork of Mens Hands, and for that Reaſon unworthy of 
any Honour: And all the Inſtances and Orett. acts of 
ſuch Worſhip, deſcribed and condemned by them, are 
exactly the ſame with what the Papiſts practiſe at this 
Day, viz. lighting up Candles; burning Incenſe ; hanging up 
Garlands, Sc. as may ſeen in the Law of T heodofius 
beforementioned ; which confiſcates that Houſe or Land, 
where any ſuch Att of Gentile Superſtition had been com- 
mitted. » Theſe Princes, who were influenced, we ma 


ſuppoſe, in their Conſtitutions of this fort, by the Advice 


of their Biſhops, did not think Pagani ſn aboliſhed, till 
the Adoration of Images was utterly extirpated; which 
was reckoned always the principal of thoſe Gentile 
Rites, that agreeably to the Senſe of the pureſt Ages 
of Chriſtianity, are never mentioned in the Imperial 
s, without the Epithets of prophane, damnable, im- 
pious, &'c. * | 


7 Vid. Plutar. in Vit. Num. p. 65. C. 


2 Peœnæ capitis ſubjugari præcipimus, quos ſimulacra colere conſtiterit. Vid. 
Gothof. Comment. de itatu Pagan. ſub Chriſtian. Imperatarib. Leg. 6. p. 7. 


3 In nulla urbe ſenſu carentibus ſimulacris, vel accendat lumina, imponat 
thura, ſerta ſuſpendat. | - 

Si quis vero mortali opere facta, & ævum paſſura ſimulacra impoſito thure 
venerabitur is utpote violatæ religionis reus, ea domo ſeu poſſeſſione multabitur 
in qua eum conſtiterit gentilitia ſuperſtitione famulatum, ibid. Leg. 12. p. 15. 


4 Ibid. Leg. 17. 20. 
WIA 
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Wir Opinion then can we have of the preſent Practice 


of the Ghurch of Rome, but that by a Change only of 


Name they have found Means to retain the Thing ; and 
by ſubſtituting heir Saints in the Place of the old 
Demigods, have but ſet up Idols of their own inſtead of 
thoſe of their Forefutbers? In which tis hard to ſay 
whether their Aſſurance or their Addreſs is more to be 
admired, who have the Face to make that the principal 
Part of Chriſtian Worſhip, which the fir Chriſtians 
looked upon as the moſt criminal Part even of Pagani/m, 
and have found means to extract Gain and great Revenues 
out of a Practice, which in primitive Times would have 
coſt a Man both Life and Eſtate. 


Bur our Notion of the [dolatry of modern Rome will 
be much heightened ſtill and confirmed, as oft as we 
follow them into thoſe Temples, and to thoſe very Altars, 
which were built originally and dedicated by their 
Heathen Anceſtors, the old Romans, to the Honour of 
their Pagan Deities; where we ſhall hardly fee any other 
Alteration than the Shrine of ſome old Hero filled now 
by the meaner Statue of ſome modern Saint Nay, they 
have not always, as I am well informed, given them- 
ſelves the Trouble of making even this Change, but 
have been content ſometimes to take up with the old 
Image, juſt as they found it; only baprized as it were, 
and conſecrated anew by the Impoſition of a Chriſtian 
Name This their Antiquaries will not ſeruple to put 
Strangers in Mind of, in ſhewing their Churches; and it 
was, I think, in that of St. Agnes, where they ſhewed 
me an antique Statue of a young Bacchus, which with a 


new Name and ſome little Change of Drapery, ſtands: _ 


now worſhipped under the Title of a female Saint. 
| TULLY 


Ps. I, 


As 
— * 
N 


321 
TULLY reproaches Clodius, for having publickly 


dedicated: the Statue of a common Strumpet, under the 
Name and Title of the Goddeſs Liberty A Practice ſtill 
frequent with — hs Romans, who have ſcarce a 
fine Image or Picture of a female Saint, which is not 
ſaid to have been deſigned originally by the Sculpror or 
Painter for the Repreſentation of his own Mifref+ - and 
who dares, may we ſay with the old Roman, * to violate 
fach a Godde efs as this ; the Statue of a Whore ? 


THE nobleſt Heathen Temple now remaining in 
the World, is the Pantheon or Rotunda ; which, as 
the Inſcription over the Portico informs us, having 
been impiou/ly dedicated of old by Agrippa to Jove and 
all the Gods, was b. tin oo onſecrated by Pope Bon - 
face the Fourth to the B irgin and all y:. Saints 
With this ſingle prong A it ſeryes as exactly well 
for all the Purpoſes of the Popiſh, as it did for the Pa- 
gan Worſhip, for which it was built: For as in the 
old Temple every one might find the God of his Coun- 
try, and addreſs himſelf to that Deity, whoſe Religion 
he was moſt devoted to; tis juſt the ſame thing now; 
every one chuſes the Patron he likes beſt; and one may 
ſee here different Services going on at the ſame time at 
different Altars, with diſtinct Congregations around them, 
Juſt as the Inclinations of the People lead them to the 
Worſhip of this or that particular Saint. 


— 
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* Hanc Deam quiſquam a audeat, imaginem meretricis. Cic. pro 


Dom. 43. 
2 PANTHEON, &c. 
Ab Agrippa Auguſti Genero 
Impie Jovi, Cæteriſq; Mendacibus Diis 
A Bonifacio IIII Pontifice 
88 & S. S. Chriſti Martyribus Pie 
Dicatum. : 
KC. 
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AnD what better Title can theſe ne Demigods ſhew 
to the Adoration now paid them, than the old ones, 


whoſe Shrines they have uſurped ? Or how comes it to 


be leſs criminal to worſhip Images erected by the Pope, 
than thoſe which Agrippa, or that which Nebuchadnezzar 
ſet up ? If there be any real Difference, moſt People, T 
dare ſay, will be apt to determine in Favour of the o/ 
Pogefſors : For thoſe Heroes of Antiquity were raiſed up 
into Gods, and received divine Honours in Acknowledge- 
ment for en Benefits they had been the Authors 
of to Mankind; as the Invention of Arts and Sciences, 
or of ſomething highly uſeful and neceſſary to Life: 


whereas of the Romiſh Saints, tis certain that many 


of them were neyer heard of, but in their own Legends 


or fabulous Hiſtories ; and many more, inſtead of any 


Services done to Mankind, owe all the Honours now 
paid them, to their Vices or their Errors; whoſe Merit, 
like the Story of Demetrius in the Goſpel, * was that only of 
raiſing Rebellions in Defence of their Idol, and throwing 
whole Kingdoms into Convulſions for the ſake of ſome 


gainful Impoſture. 


AN p as it is in the Pantheon, tis juſt the ſame in 
all the other Heathen Temples, that ſtill remain in Rome; 
they have only pulled down one Idol to ſet up another 
in its Place, and changed rather the Name, than the 
Object of their Worſhip. Thus the little Temple of 
Veſta, near the Tiber, mentioned by Horace, is now 


* 


— 


* Suſcepit autem vita hominum, conſuetudoq; communis ut beneficio excel- 
lentes viros in ccelum fama, & voluntate tollerent, &c. Cic. Nat. Deor. I. 2. 223. 

Imitantem Herculem illum, quem hominum fama beneficiorum memor in 
concilium Cceleſtium collocavit. Off. 3. 299. 

* Act. Apoſt. xix. 23. 

Carm. I. 1. 2. 


E Ppoſſeſſed 
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poſſeſſed by the Madonna of the Sun; * that of Fortuna 


Virilis, by Mary the Egyptian; that of Saturn, (where 
the publick Treaſure was antiently kept) by St. Adrian; 
that of Romulus and Remus. in the Via Sacra, by two 
other Brothers Coſmas and Damianus ; * that of Antonine 
the 1 9 by Laurence the Saint: But for my part, I 

ſhould ſooner be tempted out of Devotion for Romulus 

or Antonine, to proſtrate myſelf before their Statues, 

than thoſe of a Laurence or a Damian; and much rather 
with Pagan Rome give Divine Honours to the Founder's 

of Empires, than with Popiſh Rome to the Founders of 
Monaſteries. | | 


Ar the Foot of Mount Palatin, in the way between 
the Forum and Circus Maximus, on the very Spot where 
Romulus was believed to have been ſuckled by the Wolf, 
there ſtands another little round Temple, dedicated to 
him in the early Times of the Republick, into which, 
for the Elevation of the Soil without, we now deſcend by 
a great Number of Steps. Tis mentioned by Dionyſius of 
Halycarnaſſus, who ſays, that in his Time there ſtood in it 
a brazen Statue of antique Work of the Wolf giving fuck 
to the Infant Brothers; which is thought by many to 
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* Rom. Mod. Giorn. 2. Rione di Ripa. 5. 


- 1b. 4+ : . 
Ib. Gior. 5: Rione di Campitelli. 17. 
* Urbanus VIII. Pont. Max. Templum Geminis 
1 Urbis Conditoribus Superſtitiose dicatum 
Li AFelice IIII. S. S. Coſmæ & Damiano Fratribus. py 

s Pie Conſecratum, vetuſtate Labefactatum 

In ſplendidiorem Formam Redegit. 
Ann. Sal. M. DC. XXXIII. 

5 Tbid. 16. | 
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be that ſame beautiful one, which is {till preſeryed and 
now ſhewn in the Capitol : 'Though I take this, which 
now remains, to haye been another of the ſame kind 
which ſtood originally in the Capitol, and is mentioned 
by Cicero to have been there ſtruck with Lightning; 
of which it retains to this Day the evident Marks in one 
of its hinder Legs : *tis howeyer to one or other of theſe 
celebrated Statues, that Virgil, as Servius aſſures us, 
alludes in that elegant Deſcription ; 


—=Geminos huic ubera circum 

Ladere pendentes pueros & lambere matrem 

Impavidos : Alam tereti cervice reflexam 

Mulcere alternos, & fingere corpora lingua. Mn. 8. 631. 


The martial Twins beneath their Mother lay, 
( And hanging on her Dugs with wanton play 
| Securely ſuck'd ; whilſt ſhe reclines her Head 
To lick their tender Limbs, and form them as they fed. 


Bor to return to my Story: Becauſe of the wonder- 
ful Eſcape which Romulus had in this very Place, when 
expoſed in his Infancy to periſh in the iber; as ſoon as 
he came to be a God, he was looked upon as ſingularly 
propitious to the Health and Safety of young Children; 
from which Notion it became a Practice for Nurſes and 
Mothers to preſent their c, Infants before his Shrine 
in this little Temple, in Confidence of a Cure or Relief 


* Tactus eft etiam ille, qui hanc urbem condidit, Romulus, quem inauratum 
in Capitolio parvum atq; tem, uberibus lupinis inhiantem fuiſſe meminiſtis 
Orat. in Catal. 3 4. | | 


2 A queſto Tempio dedicato a Romolo portarano le Donne Romane ad offe- 
rir i loro figliuolini, quando pativano di qualche infirmità; e perche queſta 
uſanza andavano ſeguitando Viſtefle ancora fatte Chriſtiane &c. Rom. Moderna 
Giornato 2da. c. 36, Rione di Ripa, 
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by his Favour: Now when this Temple was converted 
afterwards into a Church; leſt any Piece of Superſti- 
tion ſhould be loſt, or the People think themſelyes Suf- 


ferers in the Change, by loſing the Benefit of ſuch a 


Protection for their Children; Care was taken to find out 
in the place of the Heathen God a Chriſtian Saint, who 
had been expoſed too, it ſeems, in his Infancy, and 
found by Chance like Romulus; and for the fame Rea- 
ſon is believed to be juſt as fond of and indulgent to 
Children, as their o/4 Deity had been: And thus the 
Worſhip paid before to Romulus, being now transferred 
to one T Heodorus, the old Superſtition ſtill ſubſiſts, and 
the Cuſtom of preſenting Children at this Shrine conti- 
nues to this Day without Intermiſſion ; of which I my 
ſelf have been a Witneſs, having ſeen, as oft as I looked 
into this Church, ten or a dozen Women decently dreſſed, 
each with a Child in her Lap, fitting with filent Reve- 
rence before the Altar of the Saint, in Expectatioli 
of his miraculous Influence on the Health of the 
Infant. | + 7 


Ix reconfecrating theſe Heathen Temples to the Popiſh 
Worſhip, that the Change might be the leſs offenſive, 
and the old Superſtition as little ſhocked as poſſible, they 
generally obſerved fome Reſemblance of Quality and 
Character in the Saint they fubſtituted to the od Deity - 
If in converting the profane Worſhip of the Gentiles (ſays 
the Deſcriber of modern Rome i) to the pure and ſacred 
one of the Church, the Faithful ufe to follow fome Rule 


n 
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* Si nel rivoltare il profano culto de Gentili nel ſacro e vero, oſſervarono i 
fedeli qualche proportione, qui la ritrovarono aſſai conveniente nel dedicare a 
2 Vergine un Tempio, ch era della Buona Dea. Rom. Mod. Gior. 2. Rion. 

pa 10. | 
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and Proportion, they have certainly hit upon it here, in 
dedicating to the Madonna, or Holy Virgin, the Temple 
formerly ſacred to the Bona Dea, or Good Goddeſs. But 
they have more frequently on theſe Occaſions had regard 
rather to a Similitude of Name between the od and new 
aol Thus in a Place formerly ſacred to Apollo, there 
now ftands the Church of Apollinaris; built there, as 
they tell us, * that the profave Name of that Deity 
might be converted into the glorious one of this Mar- 
775 And where there anciently ſtood a Temple o 

ars, they have erected a Church to Martina with this 
Inſcription. 


Martirii geſtans virgo Martina coronam, 
Ejecto hiuc Martis numine, Templa tenet. 


Mars hence expell'd ; Martina martyr'd Maid, 
Claims now the Worſhip which to him was paid. 


IN another Place I - have taken Notice of an Altar 
erected to one St. Baccho; - and ire the Stories of their 
Saints have obſerved the Names of Quirinus, Romula & 


Redempta, Concordia, Nympha, Mercurius : * which, tho! 


they may, for any thing I know, have been the genuine 
Names of Chriſtian Martyrs, yet cannot but give Occa- 
ſlon to ſuſpect, that ſome of them at leaſt have been 


formed out of a Corruption of the o Names; and that 


the adding of a modern Termination, or Talinniæing 
the old Name of a Deity, has given Exiſtence to ſome 


* 


La Chief di S. Apollinare fu fabbricata in queſto luogo da Chriſtiani; 
affinche il profano nome d' Apolline fuſſe converito nel ſanto nome di queſto 
glorioſo Martire. Ib. Gio. 3. 21. ; F 


> Ibid. Gior. 6. 37. 
3 Aringh. Rom. Subter. I. 2. 21, 1. 3. 12. I. 4. 16, 22, l. 5. 4. 
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of their preſent Saints Thus the Corruption of the 
Word Soracte; (the old Name of a Mountain mentioned 
by Horace in fight of Rome) has, ee to Mr. 
Addiſon, added one Saint to the Roman Calendar; being 
now ſoftened, » becauſe it begins with an S. into St. Oreſte; 
in whoſe Honour a Monaſtery is founded on the Place: a 
Change very natural; if we conſider that the Title of 
Saint is never written by the 7talians at length, but 
expreſſed commonly by the ſingle Letter S. as &. OradFe - 
And thus this Holy Mountain ſtands now under the Pro- 
tection of a Patron, ,whoſe Being and Power is juſt. as 
Imaginary as that of its old Guardian Apollo. 


Sancti cuftos Sorattis Apollo. , Virg. En. 9. 


No Suſpicion of this kind will appear extravagant to 
ſuch as are at all acquainted with the Hiſiory of Popery, 
which abounds with Inſtances of the groſſeſt Forgenes 
both of Saints and Reliques, which, to the Scandal of 
many even among themſelves, * have been impoſed for 
genuine on the poor ignorant People. Tis certain that 
in the earlier Ages of Chriſtianity, the Chriſtians often 
made free with the Sæulchral Stones of Fleathen Monu- 
ments, Which being ready cut out to their Hands, they 
converted to their own Uſe ; and turning downwards 
the Side on which the od Epitaph was engraved, uſed 
either to inſcribe a new one on the other Side, or leave 
it perhaps without any [ſcription at all, as they are 
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Cum. I. 1. 9. 

2 Addiſon's Travels from Peſaro, & c. to Rome. | 

3 Utinam hanc religionem imitarentur, qui ſanctorum recens abſq; certis 
nominibus inventorum fictus hiſtorias comminiſcuntur,zd confuſionem verarum 


hiſtoriarum, imo & qui Paganorum Inſcriptiones aliquando pro Chriſtianis vul- 
gant, &c. Mabill. Iter. Ital. p. 225. 


often 
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often found in the Catacombs of Rome. Now this one 
Cuſtom has frequently been the Occaſion of aſcribing 
Martyrdom and Saintſhip to Perſons and Names of meer 
Pagans. a 


MABILLON gives a remarkable Inſtance of it | 
in an old Stone found on the Grave of a Chriſtian with. 


2 4 


this Inſeription. | 


D: M. 
FVLIA EVODIA 
FILIA FECEFT 
MATRE. 


And becauſe in the ſame Grave there was found likewiſe 
a Glaſs Viol or Lacrymatory Veſſel tinged with a reddiſh 
Colour; which they call Blood, and look upon as a 
certain Proof of Martyrdom ; this Julia Evodia, tho? 
undoubtedly a Heathen, was prefently adopted both for 
Saint and Martyr, on the Authority of an Hiſcription, 
that appears evidently to have been one of thoſe above- 
mentioned, and borrowed from a Heathen Sepulcher - 
But whoever the Party there buried might have been, 
whether Fathen or Chriſtian ; tis certain however that 
it could not be this Evodia herſelf, but her Mother only 
whoſe Name is not there ſignified. 


Tux ſame Author mentions ſome origiual Papers 
he found in the Barbarin Library, giving a pleaſant 


Ab immanibus enim & pervetuſtis ſuperſtitioſæ urbis conſtructionibus at; 
ſepulchris ad ſuos obtegendos tumulos Chriſtiani lapides non raro auferre conſue- 
verant. Aringh. Rom. Subt. 1. 3. c. 22. 

* Vid. Mabill. Ibid. 

Si forte rubore quodam in imo tincta vitrea Ampulla fuerit, proargumento- 
Martyrii habetur. Mont. Diar. It. p. 118. : 

Account 


£ 
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Account of a Negotiation between the Spaniards and 
Pope Urban the VIIIth, in relation to this very Subject. 
The Spaniards, it ſeems, have a Saint held in great 
Reverence in ſome Parts of Spain called Viar; for the 
farther Encouragement of whoſe Worſhip they ſollici- 
ted the Pope to grant ſome ſpecial Indulgencies to his 
Altars; and upon the Pope's deſiring to be firſt better 
acquainted with his Character, and the Proofs they had 
of his Sainiſhip, they produced a Stone with theſe 
antique Letters S. VIAR. which the Antiquaries readily 
{aw to be a ſmall Fragment of fome old Roman Inſcrip- 
tion, in Memory of one who had been Præfectus. 
VIARum, or Overſeer of the Hlighways. | 


Bur we have in Englaud an Inſtance Till more ridi- 
culous, of a fiitious Saintſhip, in the Caſe of a cer- 
tain Saint, called Amphibolus ; who, according to our 
Monkiſh Hiſtorians, was Biſhop of the T/le of Man, and 
Fellow Martyr and Diſciple of St. Alban: Yet the 
learned Biſhop Uſher has given good Reaſons to convince 
us, that he owes the Honour of his Saint/hip to a miſta- 
ken Paſſage in the old Ad or Legends of St. Alban: * 
where the Amphibolus mentioned and ſince reverenced 
as Saint and Martyr, was nothing more than the Cloak, 


Which Alban had on at the Time of his Execution; 


being a Word derived from the Greek, and uſed: to 
ſignify a rough ſbaggy Cloak which Eccle/jaſtical Perſons 
uſually wore in that Age. | 


1 


* Alerum notatu dignum, quod Urbanus ab Hiſpanis quibuſdam interpellatus 

de concedendis Indulgentiis ob cultum Sancti, cui nomen VIAR, &c. allatus 
eſt lapis in quo he literæ reliquæ erant S. VIAR, &c. Vid. Mabill. Iter. Ital. 
P. 14. 4 


® Uſſer. de Britan. Eccleſ. primord. c. 14, P.539- 4to. 
It. Bp. Floyd's Hiſtor. Acc. of Ch. Govern. in Gr. Brit. c. 7. P. 151. 


THEY 


o 
, IX 4a . A 4 — 
a * 5 
—— . ˙ TT 
2 Bad a 2 
— — 


— — Bk. — 
= , 
© », » 
44AG4 of men 


L 41 J : 


Tux pretend to ſhew us here two original Impre/< 
ions of our Saviour's Face on Handkerchiefs The one 
ſent a Preſent by himſelf to Agbarus Prince of Edeſſa, 

who by Letter had deſired a Picture of him; the other 

given at the time of his Execution to a Saint or Hol 
Woman named Veronica, on a Handkerchief, which ſhe 
had lent him to wipe his Face with on that Occaſion : 
both which Handkerchiefs are ftill preſerved, as they 
affirm, and now kept with the utmoſt Reverenct ; the 
firſt in St. Silvefter's Church; the ſecond in St. Peter's; 
where in Honour of this /acred Relique there's a fine 
Altar built by Pope Urban the VIllth, with a Statue of 
Veronica herſelf with the following Inſcription. 
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SALVATORIS IMAGINEM VERONICA 

| SVDARIO EXCEPTAM UM 

VT LOCI MAIESTAS DECENTER 

CVSTODIRET URBANVS VIII. 
07 OE. MANCE 

MIARMORENNMH SIGNVM 4 
„ ET ALTARE ADDIDIT CONDITORIVM 
| EXTRVXIT ET ORNAVIT. 


— 


Bur notwithſtanding the Authority of hi, Pope and 

his Inſeription, this Holy Woman Veronica, (as 1 have 

ſeen it ſomewhere obſerved by a Writer of their own) 

like Amphibolus before-mentioned,{ was not any real 

Perſon, bat an imaginary Name ly; formed by blun- 

dering and confounding the Words Vera icon, or the 

true Pifture ; which was the Title given by old Wri- 

i ters to the Handkerchief itſelt. 


THESE Stories however, as fabulous and childiſh as 
they appear to Men of Senſe, are yet urged by grave 
Authors in Defence of their Image-Horſhip, as certain 


Proof 


[44] by 
Proofs of its divine Origine, and ſufficient to confound! * 
all the impious Oppoſers of it. = | 


I SHALL add nothing more on this Article, than: 
that whatever Worſhip was paid by the Antients to. 
their Heroes or inferior Deities, the Romaniſts now pay 
the ſame to their Saints and Martyrs ; as their own: 
Inſcriptious plainly declare; which, like thoſe men- 
tioned above of St. Martina and the Pantheon, gene- 
rally ſignify, that the Honours which of old had been 
impiouſly given in that Place to the falſe God, are now: 
piouſly and rightly transferred to the Chriſtian Saint : as 
ene of their celebrated Poets expreſſes himſelf in regard: 
to St. George... 1 | | 1 


Ur Martem Latii, ſic nos Je, Dive Georgi, 
Nunc colimus, Sc. | Mantuan. 
As Mars our Fathers once ador'd, ſo now 

To Thee, O George, we humbly. proſtrate bow. 


Arp every where through Valy one ſees their ſacred 
tsſcriptions ſpeaking the pure Language of Paganiſin, 
and giving the fame Powers, Characters and Attributes 
to their Saints, as had formerly been aſeribed to the 
Heathen. Gods; as the few here exhibited will.evince. 


* 


Imaginem hanc ab Edeſſenorum Civitate tranſlatam, condigno ad hæc uſq; 
tempora venerationis cultu in D. Silveſtri Eccleſia, veluti divinum quid & pe- 
renne ſacrarum Imaginum monumentum, pariter ac propug naculum adverſus 

inſanos Iconoclaſtas aſſervari, & ſuſpiciendum fidelibus adorandamq; oy oni. 
gacroſancta autem Redemptoris Imago, gemmarum 'Theſauris qui * longe 
anteferenda, in Vaticang Baſilica, quo par eſt venerationis cultu none, fries, | 
Rom. Subt. T. 2. I. 5. c. 4. " 
Effigie pid d ogni altra ſublime e adoranda, per eſſer non fattura di mano An- 
gelica o 3 ma del Fattor medeſimo degli Angeli & degli huomini. Rom. 


Mod. Giorn, 1. Rion, di Bor. 
Dopiſh 


N | 
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Popiſh Inſcriptions. Pagan Inſcriptions. 


x.  MERCVRIO ET MINERVAE 
MARIA ET FRANCISCE DIS TVTELARIB. = 
TVTELARES MEL. 


DIVO EVSTORGIO DI QVI HVIC TEMPLO 
I HVIC TEMPLO PRAESIDENT. 
PRAESIDET. | | 
NVMINI NVMINI 
DIVI GEORGIL MERCVRII. SAC R. 


POLLENTIS. POTENTIS HERCVLL VIIC TON. | 
INVICTI. POLLENTI. POTENTI 7 
4 | INVICTO. | 


a PRAFSTITI IOVI 
n 9 5 . 
PRAESTITIBVS IVVANTIBVS DIIS. 
GEORGIO: STEPHANOQVE DEABVS 
CVM DEO OPT. MAX. QE. CVM 
IOVE. 


BOLDONTUS cenſures the Author of the laft 
Inſcription, for the Abſurdity of putting the Saints 
before God himſelf ; and imitating too cloſely the ancient 
one, which I have ſet againſt it, where the ſame Impro- 
priety is committed in regard to Jupiter. 


As to that celebrated At of Sopiſb Ldolatry, the Ado- 
ration of the Het; 1 muſt confeſs, that I cannot find the 


vid. Boldonii Epigraphica. p. 439. It. p. 348. It.p. 422. It. 649. - 


2 Gruter. Corp. Inſcript. p. 50. It. Cic. Or. pro Lege Man. 15. It. Grut. p. $4. 
It. p. 50. It. Ib. p. 22. It. Ib. p. 2 
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teaſt Reſemblance or Similitude of it in any part of \ , 


the Pagan Worſhip And as oft as I have been ſtanding 
by at aſs, and ſeen the whole Congregation proſtrate 


on the Ground, in the humbleſt Poſture of adoring, at 


the Elevation 4 this eonſecrated Piece of Bread; I could 
not help reflecting on a Paſſage of Tully, where ſpeaking 
of the Abſurdity of the Feathens in the Choice of their 
Gods, But was any Man, ſays he, ever ſo mad as to take 
that which he feeds upon, for a God This was an Extra- 
vagance reſerved for Poperyalone ; and what an o/d Roman 
eould not but think too groſs for AÆAgyptian [dolatry 
to ſwallow, is now'become the principal Part of Worſhip, 


and the diſtinguiſhing Article of Faith in the Creed of 
modern Rome. TOt Eren 


Bur their 4 are not the only Places where we 
may ſee the Proofs and Overt-Acts of their Superſtition : 


the whole Face of the Country has the viſible Charac= 


ters of Paganiſm upon it; and where-ever we look about 
us, we cannot but find, as St. Paul did in Athens, clear 
Evidence of its being poſſeſſed by a /uper/titious and ido- 
latrous People. | 


'THer old Romans, we know, had their Gods, who pre- 
Sided peculiarly over the Roads, Streets and Highways; 
called Viales, Semitales, Compitales. Whoſe little Temples 
or Altars decked with Flowers, or whoſe Statues at 
leaſt coarfly carved. of Wood or Stone, were placed 
at convenient Diſtances in the publick Ways for the 
Benefit of Travellers, who uſed to ſtep aſide to pay 
their Devotions to theſe rural Shrines, and beg a proſpe- 


een * - n — _— _ — — 


Sed ecquem tam amentem eſſe putag, qui illud, quo veſcatur, Deum credat 
eſſe? Cic. de Nat. Deor. 3. | 


> AR. Apoſt. xvii. 17. 


TOUS: 
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Tous Journey and Safety in their Travels: Now this 
Cuftom prevails ſtill ſo generally in ali Popiſh Countries, 
but eſpecially in Italy, that one can ſee no other Diffe- 
rence between the od and preſent Super ſtition, than that 


of changing only the Name of the Deity and Chriſtning 


as it were the the old Hecate in triviis, by the new Name 
of Maria in Trivio, under which Title I have obſerved 
one of their Churches dedicated in this City: » and as 


the Heathens uſed to paint over the ordinary Statues of 


their Gods, with Red or ſome ſuch gay Colour, fo I 
have oft ohſerved the coarſe [mages of theſe Saints ſo 
daubed over with a gaudy Red, as to reſemble exactly 
the Deſcription of the God Pan in Virgil 


Sanguineis ebuli baccis minioque rubentem. Ecl. 10. 


* a 


IN paſling along the Road, tis common to ſee Tra- 


vellers on their Knees. before theſe. ruſtick Altars; 
which none ever prefume to paſs. by without ſome Act of 
Reverence ; and thoſe, who are moſt in haſte, or at a 
Diſtance, are ſure to. pull off their Hats at leaſt, in 


Token of Reſpect: and I took Notice, that our Poſtilions 
uſed to look back upon us, to. ſee how we behaved on: 


ſuch Occaſions, and ſeemed ſurprized at our paſſing ſo: 
negligently before Places eſteemed ſo ſacred. 


— 


Ut religioſis viantium moris eſt, cum aliquis lucus, aut aliquis locus ſandtus 
in via oblatus eſt, votum poſtulare, donum opponere, pauliſper aſſidere. 

Neg juſtius relegioſam moram viatori objecerit aut ara floribus redimita - 
aut truncus dolamine effigiatus, &c. Apulei. Florid. 1. 

Invoco vos, Lares viales, ut me bene juvetis. Plaut. Merc. x. 2. 


* Rom. Modern. Gior. Rion: di Colonna. c. 11. | 
®: FiRilem fuiſſe & ideo miniria ſolitum. Plin. Hiſt. N. 1. 35. 12. & a. Cenſo · 
ribus Jovem. miniandum locari. Ibid, l. 33,7. 6 | 
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Bur belides theſe Imager and Altars, there are fre- 
quently erected on the Road huge woe Croſſes, * 
dreſſed out with Flowers, and hung round with the tri- 
fling Offerings of the Country People; which always 
put me in mind of the ſuperſtitious Yeneration which the 
Heathens uſed to pay to ſome old Trunks of Trees or 
Poſts ſet up in the Highways, which they held ſacred, 


or of that venerable Oak in Ovid covered with Garlands 
and votive. Offerings. | Spe} RN 


Stabat in his ingens annoſo robore qftrcus ; 
Una nemus : Vitte mediam, memoreſq; tabelle 
Sertag; cingebant, voti argumenta potentis. Met. 8. 


Reverend with Age a ſtately Oak there ſtood, 
Its Branches widely ſtretch'd, itſelf a Wood, 
With Ribbands, Garlands, Pictures cover'd o'er, 
The Fruits of pious Vows from Rich and Poor. 


T AIS Deſeription of the Pagan Oak puts me in mind 
of a Story I have met with here, of a Popiſh one very 
like it, dig. how a certain Perſon devoted to the Wor- 
ſhip of the Virgin, hung up a Picture of her in an Oak 
he had in his Vineyard, which grew ſo famous for 
its Miracles, that the Oak ſoon became covered with 
votive Offerings, and rich Preſents from diſtant Coun- 
tries, ſo as to furniſh a Fund at laſt for the building of 
a Great Church to the miraculous Picture; which now 


a. 


1 cSanctæ Imagines & Cruces in viis publicis eriguntur, & nos propter Deum, 

&. puram erga ſanctos ejus fidem, fancta ejuſmodi ubiq; erecta adoramus & falu- 
erga Natel * 

tamus. Durant. de Ritib. 1. 1. c. 6. | : 


S Nam veneror, ſeu ſtipes habet deſertus in agris : | 
. Sou vetus in Trivio florida ſerta Lapis, Tibul. El. 1. 11. 


ſtands 


1 3k. 


ſtands dedicated in this City, under the Title of G. 


BUT what gave me ſtill the greater Notion of the ; 
_ Superſtition of theſe Countries, was to ſee thoſe- little" 


Oratories, or raral Shrines ſometimes: placed under, the 
Cover of a Tree_or Grove; agreeably to the Deſcfiptions: 


of the old Idolatry, in the ſacred as well as profane- 
Writers; > or more generally raiſed on ſome Eminence, 
or, in the "A of Scripture, on high Places; the con- 
ſtant Scene of idolatrous Worſhip in all Ages; it being 
an uniyerſal Opinion among the Heathens, that the 
Gods in a peculiar manner loved to reſide on Eminences 
or Tops of Mountains': Which Pagan Notion prevails 
ſill fo generally with the Papi/7s, that there is hardly 
a Rock or Precipice, however dreadful or difficult of 


Acceſs, that has not an Oratory, or Altar, or Crucifix- 


at leaſt. planted on the 20% of it. 


Ano the rugged Mountains of the Alps in Savoy, 
very near a little Town called Modana, there ſtands on 
the Top of a Rock, a Chapel with a miraculous Image of 
our Lady which is viſited with great Devotion by the 
People, and ſometimes we were told, by the King him- + 
ſelf; being famous, it ſeems,” for a Miracle of a ſingu- 
lar kind, (vis.) the reſtoring of dead- born Children to 


Life; but ſo far only as to make them capable. of 


—w̃— 


Eſſendo egli divotiſſimo della Madonna, fece dipingere l imagine di lei, e 
Yappeſe ad una Quercia dove commincio a manifeſtarſi con molti mi- 
racoli, intanto che ſino dall' Africa, e da Conſtantinopoli Verano mandati voti 
in tanta quantità, che vi fi fece una gran Chieſa. Rom. Modern. Giorn. 3 
c. 30. Rion. della Reg. of TH | | 


Lucus & Ara Dianz.- Hor. 


* Aids I” oy xoquenar nal:CfÞ xuds yaioy. II. 9. 30. 
Tug; ex tuo edito Monte Latiali, ſancte Jupiter. Cic. pro Mil. 
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Baptiſm, after which they again expire: And our Land- 
lord aſſured me, that there was daily Proof of the 
Truth of this Miracle, in Children brought from all 
Quarters to be preſented before this Shrine; who never 
failed to ſhew manifeſt Tokens of Life, by /retching 
out their Arms, or opening their Eyes, or even ſome- 
times making Water whilſt they were held by the Prieſt 
in Preſence of the Image. All which appeared fo ridi- 
culous to a French Gentleman, who was with-me at the 
Place, but had not heard the Story from our Landlord, 
that he looked upon it as a Banter or Fiction of my 
own, till I brought him to my Author, who with his 
Wife, as well as our Voiturins, very ſeriouſly vouched 
for the Truth of it; and added further, that when the 
French Army paſſed that way in the laſt War, they 
were ſo impious as to throw down. this ſacred Image 
to the Bottom of a vaſt Precipice hard by it, which 
tho' of Wood only, was found below entire and un- 
hurt by the Fall, and ſo replaced in its Shrine, with 
greater Honour and Credit than ever, by the Atteſtation 
of this ne Miracle. 11 hs 


On the Top of Mount Senis, the higheſt Mountain 
of the Alps in the ſame Paſſage of Savoy, covered 
with perpetual Snow, they have another Chapel, in 
which they perform divine Service once a Vear, in the 
Month of Auguſt ;- und ſometimes, as our Guides in- 
formed us, to the Deſtruction of the whole Congrega- 
tion, by the Accident of a ſudden Tempeſt in a Place 
ſo elevated and expoſed. And this ſurely comes up 
to the e e of that Worſhip which the Fews 
were. commanded to extirpate from the Face of the 
Earth: Ze ſhall utterly deſtroy the Places wherein the 
Nations ſerved their Gods, upon the high Mountains 
and upon the Hills, and under every green Tree And ye 
ſhall overthiow their Altars, break their Pillars, _ 

| | | the ir 


— 


1 of * 
Rr 
* . 


. Ln © 
their Groves, and hew down the graven Images of their 
Gods. BY | 12477 | 


Wren we enter their Towns, the Caſe is ſtill 
the ſame as it was in the Country; we find every 
where the ſame Marks of Idolatry, and the ſame Reaſons 
to make us fancy, that we are ſtill treading Pagan 
Ground; whilſt at every Corner we ſee Images and 
Altars, with Lamps or Candles burning before them; 
exactly anſwering to the Deſcriptions of the antient 
Writers ; : and to what Tertullian reproaches the Hea- 
thens with, that their Streets, their Markets, their Baths 


were. not without an Idol. But above all in the Pomp 


and Solemmnity of 3 and eſpecially their 
Religious roceffions, we ſee the genuine Remains of 


Heatheuiſm, and Proof enough to convince us, that this 

is, ſtill the /ame Rome, which old Numa firſt tamed and 

civilized. by the Arts of Religion Who, as Plutarch ſays, 

by the Inſtitution of Supplications and Proceſſions to 

the Gods, which inſpire Reverence, =—_ they give Plea- 
ende 


fare to ibe Spectators, and by pret Miracles, aud 


divine, Apparitions, reduced one. Spirits of his 


Subjects under the Power of Superſtition. © 
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Omnibus vicis Statuæ, ad cas Thus & Cerei. Cic. Off, 3. 26. 
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Tux Deſcriptions of the Religious vin aud Page 
fons of the Heathens come ſo near to what we ſee on 
every Feſtival of the Virgin or other Romiſh Saint, that 
one can hardly help thinking theſe Popiſh ones to be 
Kill regulated 4 the old Ceremonial of Pagan Rome : At 
theſe — the Chief Magiſtrate uſed frequent! 

to aſſiſt in Robes of Ceremony; attended by the Prieſſs 

in Surplices, *with Mar Candles in their Hands, | curing 
upon a Pageant or Thenſa the Images of their Gods 
dreſſed out in their beſt Cloaths : Theſe were ufually 
followed by the principal 7outh of the Place, in white 
Linnen V. 1 or Surplices, finging Hymns in under 
of the God whoſe: Feftival they were celebrating "e 
accompanied by Croads of #ll ſorts that were initiated in 
the ae Religion, all with Flambeaux or Wax Candles in 
their Hands. This is the Account which Apuleius, and 
other Authors give us of a Pagan Proceſſion, and f = 
appeal to all who have been abroad, whether it might tot 
paſs quite as well for the Deſeription of a Popiſß one. 
Monfieur Tournefort in his Travels thro' Greebe reflects 
upon the Greek Church for having retained and taken 
into their preſent Worthip many of the old Rites: of Heu- 


theniſm, and particularly that of carrying and dancing 
about the Images of the Saints in their-Proveſioms to Sing- 
ing and Mufick : the Reflection is full as applicable to 


his own, as it is to the Greek br and _ Pra tice 
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" Antiftites ſacrorum candido limeadine ——g 0 uſ veſtigh. arictim i ecki. 
r — inſignes exuvias, quorum primus lucernam prtemicamem 


b N &c.—-- Eas amænus lectiſſimæ joveararis, veſte nivea 
irens ſequebatur c e iterantet. vant — r 
= — lug keernis, cereis, &c, Apul. ibid, 
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itſelf ſo far. from giving Scandal in /zaly, that the learned 
Pabliſher of the Florentine Inſcriptions takes occaſion to 
ſhew the Conformity between themſelves and the Fea- 
thens in this very Inſtance of carrying about the Pictures 
of their Saints, as the Pagans did thoſe of their Gods, 
uin their ſacred Proveſſions. 


In one of theſe Proceſſions ade lately to St. Peter's 
in the time of Lent, I ſaw that ridiculbus Penance of the 
Nugellantes or C. rs,, who march with pipe 
in their Hands, — — 2 and then lafh bene 
on the bare Back, till tis all eovered with Blood ; juſt 
in the ſame manner as the Fanatical Prieſts of Bel. 
lona or the Syrian Goddeſs, as well as the Votaries of Jfs 
uſed to ſlaſh and cut themſelves of old in order to pleaſe 
the Goddeſs by — 4 their own Blood which 
maid Piece of Di * frequently mentioned and 
* oft ridiculed — che anew Wriers, , 


9 „ Bone o rr ys fays Seneca, o 
md,” that they think to appeaſe the Gods by 

ö "Aris 5, a5 an enraged Man would hardly take fo 
revenge himſelf - But we are not to imagine that all the 
Blood we ſee on theſe Occaſions flows really from the 
Foo ws theſe Bigots ; — ee that like their 
frumtick Predeceſſors t ome Craft as well as 
Zea in this 95 Fury? and I can't 1. think that 
there was a deal of Juſtice in that Order, which the 
E mperor Commodus gave, in regard to theſe Bellonarii, 
* of ibs ck though tis uſually impu- 


= x — 


_ 
9 — — 


Cui non abludunt ſi (ſacra cum 0 conferre fas eſt) pictz tabulz Sap 
ctorum Imaginibus exornatz, quz, &c. Inſcript. Antiq; Flor. p. 377- 


> Tantus eſt perturbatze mentis furor, ut ſic Dii placentur, quemadmodum : ne 
n rn ſæviunt. De Superſtit. Vid. Lipſ. Elec. 2. 18. 
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1 
ted to his Cruelty; when he commanded, that they 
ſhould: not be ſuffered to impoſe on the People, but be 
forced to cut and ſlaſb themſelves effetFually, aud in good 


earneſt. 


Ir we examine the pretended Miracles, and pious 
Frauds of the Church of Rome, we ſhall be able to trace 
them all from the ſame Source of Paganiſm, and find 
chat the Prieſis of New Rome are not in the leaſt dege- 
nerated from their Predeceſſors, in the Art of impoſing on 
their fellow Citizens, by the Forgery of theſe holy Impe- 

fares, which, as 3 obſerves of Old Rome, were 

always multiplied in Proportion. te. the: Credulity and 
Diſpoſition of the poor People to ſwallow. them. 
_ In the early times of the ws 4" tag in.the War with 
the Latins the Gods Cuaſtor and Pollux are ſaid to have 
appeared on white Horſes in the Roman Army, which by 
their Aſſiſtance gained a compleat Victory; in Memo 
of which the General Poſthumius vowed and built a Temp 

blickly ta thoſe Deities 3, and for Proof of the Fact, 


there was ſhewn, we find, in Ciceros time, the Marks of 
the Horſe' s Hoofs, on a Rock. at Regillum, where they. 
firſt appeared.. 3 b, 7 Fi tort "54? 47 Hoof 


5 | V 
Now this Miracle, with many others I could men- 
tion of the ſame kind, * has, I dare ſay, as authentick an 


— 
„ 


n 


1 *— 


of 


Bgellonæ ſervientes vere. exſocare brachium -przcepit, ſtudio crudelitatis. Lam- 
prid. in Commodo, 9. ak | N 
> Quz-quo magis credebant ſimplices & religioſi homines, eo. plura nuntia - 
bantur. Liv. I. 24. 10 | 3 "i | 
„Cie. de Nat. Deor. I. 3: 5. 
e Plutar. in vita P. Emil. Val. Max. e. 8. 1. L. Flor. I. 1. 11. 
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Atteſtation, 
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Atteſtation, as any which the Pag iſis can produce: 
the Decree-of* a Senate to confirm it 528 Temple erected 
in Conſequence of it; vi/ible Marks of the Fact on the 
Spot where it was tranſacted; and all this ſupported 
by the concurrent Teſtimony of the beſ# Authors: of An- 
tiuity; amongſt whom Dionyſfius of Halicarnaſſas Taysz 
that there were ſubſiſting in his time at Rome: many 
evident Proofs of its Reality, beſides a - yearly.  Feftival, 
with a ſolemn Sacrifice and Proceſſion in Memory of it: 
Vet for all this, theſe Stories were but the Jeſt of Men 
of Senſe even in the times of Heatheniſin, and iſtem 
ſo extravagant to us now, that we wonder there could 
ever be any £ ſimple as to believe them 


8 (link zien enn LY, - AAS NN BOSS . 
War better Opinion then can we have of all thoſe 
of the ſame Stamp in the Popiſb Legends, which ſeem 
plainly to be built on this Foundation, and copied after 
this very Original? For. they ſhew us jn many Parts of 
Italy, the Marks of: Hunde and Feet on Rocks and Stones, 
ſaid to have been effected miraculouſly by the Appari- 
rion of ſome Sam or Angel on the Spot: juſt as the 
Impreſſion; of Hercules Feet: was ſhewn of old on a 
Stone 1n"Scythia, exactly reſembling the Footſteps of 
a Man. They have many Stories likewiſe of Saints and 
Angels fighting viſibly for them in their Battles againſt 
the Infidels ; 5 with Churches and publick Monuments 

> Dion. Halic. I. 6. p. 337-- Edit. Hudſon. 0 | 
Aut fi hoc fieri potuiſſe dicis,. doceas oportet quomodo, nec fabellas aniles 
proferas. Cic. Ibid. 3..5. f | 

J <Q; EF pv 1 3 2 57 f ; » 

8 confers yl i qua Ci wu pers, Gr t, Eater 

le veſtigia, R. Mod. Gior. 5. Rion. di Campetalii. c. 1. . 

Herodot. l. 4. p. 4. 251. Edit. Lond. | 
as protege aches Hiſpenorar, ben i ines ers RN. 
Baldonii Eꝑigraph. I. 2. p:349- | 
ev; erectegi 
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Cw] - 
erected in Teſtimony of | ſuch 1 ples ; Which tho 
full as ridiculous as that abovementioned, are not yet 


4 trap by'E half ſo yn Evidence of their Reality. 1 15 


Their ane Bages, which” we ſce in all cheir 
great Towns, ſaid to be made by Angels, and ſent to 
_ from Heaven, : are but the o Fables revived of 

e Auwrere; *Ayuape, or Image of Diana # from the 
Cbads; or the Palladium of 115 ——— to 


old Authors, Was a es: en "three Cubits long, 
e e prank | nj avs Pings 


Tx one of their Churches here, hey hn A 22 

of the Virgin, which, as their Writers affirm, : was 
ht down from Hautes with great Pomp, and after 
having hung a while with ſurprizing Luſtre in the Air, 
was, in fight af all the Clergy n People , "Rome; deſi- 
vered by angels into the Hands of Pipe Jun the Fir 
wha URGE out in bag armor in order to reoebve 
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ng in Fi 6 large as cho Like, — 5 — 
Kip of the Huuns, N in ful wal Hach towards Rome with a vidtorious Army 
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an Angel over the Place, in the time of rs wave The Ferns 
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2 ge quorſum hic Sancti Dominici Imaginem, uz _ e in h. 

ibus nunc miraculis præfulget, ſilentio obvolvinius? de Cœlo quippe, ut 

— eſt, 2 anno 1530 delata validiſſimum adverſus Impios — 
— 1a vt, m exhibet. 3 Fe Rom. 2 J. 5. e. x. 


Imagine ills * cum ab A fuerit, ar, weer 
nil niſi tritum ſuccurrit il, que Mon Dar Ta. 137. 


3 AR. 8 c. xix. 37. 
. © Vid. Pitiſci Lexic. Antiquitat. 
0 85 Rom. Modern. Giorn. 2. Rion di Ripa, c. 43. | "Re p « 
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this celeſial Preſent. And is not this exactly of a Piece 
with the a Pagan Story of King Numa, when in this 
ſame City, he iſſued from his Palace, with Priefts 4nd 
People after him, and with public Prayer and ſolemn 
Devotion received the Anrile, or Heavenly. Shield, which 
in the Sight of all the People of Rome, was ſent down 
to him with much the ſame Formality from the Clouds? 
And as that wiſe Prince for the Security of his 
Heavenly Preſent, ordered ſeveral others to be made ſo 
exactly like it, that the Original could not be diſtin- 
guiſhed ; » fo the Nomiſb Prieſts have thence taken the 
Hint, to form aſter each Celeſtial Pattern, a Number of 
Copies, ſo perfectly reit each otlier, as: to oocafiori 
endleſs Squabbles among themſelves about 1 Weg 
—— ny the OS rats 

l Rod 1193 1% 29119 9155 1 
Moſes, * koh * n his 
Nas othey pretend, and ew 
at Devotion, in one of the principal 
— And j ſd the Romulus, with Which he 
per formed his fugur iets, was preferved By the'\ Pajeſts, 
as 4 ſacred" Reltque in old Rome, and kept with great 
Reverence' from being touched of handled by the 


Which Rod too, like moſt of the Popiſh Reliques, ha bad 
the Teſtimony of : a Miracle in Proof of its Sandity.; for 
when, the Femple, where; it was kept, wa- — —— 
Ground, 1 Was © intire under the "vs, > ; 


) & obama Gu fdife mon nn {rf 
Ii Dao 53> .a07H.C. — 72 15 3 
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. touched: bythe Hlames : Which fame Miracle has been 
borrowedi and exactly copied by the preſent Romans, iu 
many Inſtances ; particularly, in a airaculous Image of 
our. Saviour in St. Fohn. Lateran, which the Flames, it 
ſeems, had no Power over, tho the Church itſeif bad been 
twice \deftroyed hy Fires Noonan gl 
STHRQLD n ee ieee et oth dowar fave mitt G3 
-NorH1NG is more common among the: Miracles of 
Popery, than to hear of; Images that on certain Occa- 
ſions had /poken, or ſbed Tears ; or fweat; or Bled: and 
do not we find the very fame Stories in all the Heather. 
Writers 2 Of which I could bring numberleſs Examples 
from ald cas Well as 2ezy Rome; from Pagan as well as 
Papiſh: Legends. Rome; as the Deſeriber of it ſays, 
abonnds with theſe T1 1 Images But 
he laments Een Negligence of their Anceſtors, in not 
recording, ſo particularly as they ought, the very Hords 
amd aher 2 fach galions. They 
ſhew us chere an dmyge. of Ihe Hiigin, whieh reprimanded 
Gtegonmy the Great fat ꝓaſſing by her too tareleſly,; and 
in St. Pauls Church Cru 5 * Which ſpoke to St. 
Bridgithi* Dutantus mentians another Madonna, which 
Hue iu the Serton, in Cummendation of the: Piety of one 
bot en ie od; to if oo DUN Hoi 

etch e eee Pes poni:. 


n 1 niz 
„ m oc — cuſto craric e e, nikil 
me Pte Ledum Romuli int pertüm e. AX £8. 10. It. 
Die. d Jivin. 1. 27, Flut. in Rm. 


> EqueſtaTmagine non $abbrucid, eſſendo Ia Chieſa ſtata abbruciata due volte, 
Rom. Ned er. Gior. 6. Rion. de Monti. 11. | * 


3 Non ſi : che per Je. gran 1 40 2 
teſori, non nat ; ſtari i ligenti ri Maggio 
Ie. Now Mod. R. di * U. SÞ>. +» worm vis 104 & 
= | 4 Vi è una Madonna detta di S. Gregorio, della quale ſi dice, 
#8 | ſando i} detto Pontifice, & ln. li « 2 3 Kc. D 
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of her Votaries. And did not the Image of Fortune do 
the ſame, or more in old Rome? which, as Authors ſay, 
* ſpoke twice in praiſe of thoſe Matrons, who had dedica- 
ted a Temple to her. | 7 


Tnkx have a Church here dedicated to St. Mary the 
Heeper, or to a Madonna famous for ſhedding Tears - ? 
They ſhew an [mage too of our Saviour, which for ſome 
time before the  /acking of Rome wept ſo heartily, that 
the Good Fathers of the Monaſtery were all employed in 
wiping its Face with Cotton. * And was not the Caſe 
juſt the ſame among their Avceſfors, when on the 


Approach of ſome publick Calamity the Statue of 


Apollo, as Livy tells us, wept for three Days and Nights 
ſacceſſroely  * They have another Church built in Ho- 
nour of an mage which bled very plentifully, from a 
Blow given it by a Blaſphemer. And were not the old 
1dols too as full of Blood, when, as Livy relates, all the 
Images in the Temple of Juno were ſeen to ſweat with 
Drops of it? \ | 


* Imaginem Sanctæ Mariæ Cuſtodem Eccleſiæ allocutam & Allexii ſingularem 
pietatem commendaſſe. Durant. de Rit. I. I. c. 5. 


2 Fortunæ item muliebris ſimulacrum, quod eſt in via Latina, non ſemel, ſed bis 


locutum conſtitit, his pæne verbis, bene me matronæ vidiſtis, riteq; dedicaſtis. 
Valer. Max. 1. 8. | 


3 S. Maria del Pianto. Rom. Mod. Giorn. 3. Rion. della Regofa 5. 


+ Dicono, ch* avanti il ſacco di Roma pianſe piu volte, e li Padri ci veniſſero 
ad aſiugar le lagrime con Bombace. Ib. Gior. 6. Rio. de Mon. 31. 


5 Apollo triduum & tres noctes lacrymavit. Liv. I. 43. 13. 


s Comminciarono a tirarle de' ſaſſi nel viſo, e ne uſci ſangue, del quale ſi ve- 
dono inſin hora i ſegui, &c. Rom. Mod. Gior. 3. Rio. di Ponte 17. 


7 Signa ad Junonis ſoſpitæ ſudore manavere. Liv. 23. 31. 
Ad Lucum Feroniæ ſanguine ſudarunt. Ib. 27. 4. 
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Arr which Prodigies as well modern as ancient, are 
derived from the fame Source, viz. the Contrivance 0 
Prieſts or Governors, in order to draw ſome Gain or 
Advantage out of the poor People they thus impoſe 
upon. | | 


XENOPHON, though himſelf much addicted to 
Superſtition, ſpeaking of the Prodigies which preceded 
the Battle of Leuctra and portended Victory to the he- 
bans, tells us, that ſome People looked upon them all as 
forged and contrived hy the Magiſirates, * the better to 
animate and encourage the Multitude : And as the 
Originals themſelves were but Impoſtures, tis no wonder, 
that the Copies of them appear groſs and bungling 
Forgeries, | | her 


IMA obſerved a Story in Herodotus, not unlike 
the Account given us of an om Travels of the Houſe 
of Loretto ; of certain ſacred myſtical things, that travel- 

d about from Country to Country, and after many Re- 
movals and Fourncys ſettled at laſt for good and all 
in Delus. But this Impoſture of the holy Houſe might be 
ſuggeſted rather, as Mr. Addiſon has obſerved, by the 
extraordinary Veneration paid in , Rome to the Cot- 
tage of its Founder Romulus Which was held ſacred 
by the People, and repaired with great Care from time to 
time with the ſame kind of Materials, and _ up in the 
fame Form in which it was originally built. It was 


— 


10 Hr d Tees AN dg TEUTER Dm r πάιẽ, i 7 aH 
Xenoph. Ellen. 1. 6. 


Herodot. I. 4. p. 235. Edit. Lond. 
3 Addiſon's Travels from Peſaro to Raume. 
+ Dion. Halicar.l. 1. 
turned 
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turned alſo, I find, like this other Cottage of our Lady, 
into a Temple, and had divine Service performed in it, 
till it happened to be burnt down by the Fire of a 
Sacrifice in the time of Auguſtus : But what makes 
the Similitude ſtill more remarkable is, that this pre- 
tended Cottage of Romulus was ſhewn on the Capitoline 
Hill; whereas tis certain that Romulus himſelf lived 
in another Part of the City, on Mount Palatin 3 fo 
that if it had really been the Zouſe of Romulus, it muſt 
needs, like the holy Houſe of Loretto, have taken a Leap 
too in the Air, and ſuffered a miraculous Tran/lation, tho 
not from ſo a great Diſtance, yet from one Hill at leaſt 
to the other. | | 


Bur if we follow their own Writers, tis not the h»/y 
Flouſe of Loretto, but the homely Cradle of our Saviour, 
that we ſhould compare rather with the /ittle Houſe of 


Romulus Which Cradle is now ſhewn in St. Mary the 


Great, and on Chriſtmas Day expoſed upon the high 
Altar to the Adoration of the People, being held in the 


ſame Veneration by preſent Rome, as the humble Cottage 


4 its Founder had been by its eld Inhabitants. Rome, 
ys Baronius, is now in Poſſeſſion of that noble Mouu- 


— 


Kurd 1 q Papua v5 iepueyiag rirde iᷣ it ofligunss e hUTY ij 
Su. Dion. 1.48. p. 437. 

Per Romuli caſam, perq; veteris Capitolii humilia tecta juro. Val. Max. I. 4. 
e. 11. 

Item in Capitolio commonefacere poteſt, & ſignificare mores vetuſtaris R- 
muli caſa in Arce facrorum, Vitruv. 1. 2. c. 1. Vid. etiam Macrob. Sat. 1. 15. 
Virg. En. 8. 65. 8 g : 

3 Tleet I eis I imTodegpulw F miyey Ne @1AdvTIS K&TAC am. Plutarch. in 

m. p. 30. : ; 

PoutaCr wir 73 LI Y NN, Ter 5 * Kar. Dion. Hal. 
I. 2. p. 110. Ed. Hudl. : 2 

+ Porro Chriſti natalis nobile monumentum ex ligno confectum nullaq; ar- 
genti vel auri czlaturi confectum, Roma poſſidet, eoq; multò feliciùs illuſtratur 
n Tugurio Romuli, &c. Vid. Baron. Ann. 1 Chriſti 5. It. Aring. Rom. Subt. 
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melt by the Flat of their 
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ment of Chriſs Nativity, made ony of Wood, without 


any Ornament of Silver or Gold, and is made more ha 
ply illuſtrious by it, than it was of old by the Cottage of 
Romulus ; which, though built only with Mud and 


Straw, our Anceſtors preſerved with great Care for many 
_ Ages. | | 


THE melting of St. Januarius's Blood at Naples, 
whenever it is brought near to his Head, which is done 
with great Solemnity on the Day of his Feft5oal, - 
whilſt at all other times it continues dried and con- 
gealed in a Glaſs Viol, is one of the ſanding and moſt 
aut hentick Miracles of Italy. Vet Mr. Addiſon, who twice 
ſaw it performed, aſſures us, that inſtead of appearing 
to be a real Miracle, he thought it one of the moſt bung 
ling Tricks he had ever ſeen. * 3 5 


MABILLON's own Account of this Fact ſcems 
to ſolve it very naturally without the help of a Miracle. 


for during the time that a Maſs or ud are celebrated 


in the Church, the other Prieſts are tampering with this 
Viol of Blood, which is ſuſpended all the while in ſuch 
a Situation, that as ſoon as any Part of it begins to 

| Hinds, or other Manage- 
ment, it drops of courſe into the lower Side of the 
Glaſs which is empty ; upon the Diſcovery of which the 


— 


e Sancti Januarii cruore mirum quiddam narratur in Breviario Romano 
quod ejus ſanguis, qui in ampulla vitrea concretus aſſervatur, cum in conſj 


capitis ponitur, admirandum in modum colloquifieri videtur. Aringh. Rom. 


Subter. I. 1. 16. 


* Addiſon's Trav. at Naples. 


3 Ad præſentiam capitis colloquifieri videtur, ampullä ea parte, ſanguis 
naturaliter in ſubjectam ampullæ partem cadere debet, ſuſpensd; miſſa interim 
una duæve, dum ſanguis decidat, celebrantur. Mabill. Iter. Ital. p. wy © iel 

| T1 


el . 
Prieft proclaims the Miraclè aloud, to the great Joy 
and Edification of the People. 


Bor however it be effected, it is plainly nothing 
elſe but the Copy of an old Cheat of the ſame Kind, 
tranſacted near the /ame Place, which Horace makes 
himſelf merry with in his Journey to Brundufium; telling 
us, how the Prieſts would have impoſed upon him and 
his Friends, at a Town called Gnatia, by perſuading 

them, that the Frankincenſe in the Temple uſed to 
2 and melt miraculouſly of itſelf without the Help 
0 


Fire. 


I the Cathedral Church of Ravenna I faw in Ho- 
ſaick Work the Pictures of thoſe Archbiſhops of the 
Place, who, as all their Hiſtorians affirm, » were choſen 
for ſeyeral Ages ſuceeſſively by the ſpecial Deſignation 
of the Holy Ghoſt, who in a full Afﬀembly of Clergy 
and People uſed to deſcend viſibly on the Perſon Elet# 
in the Shape of a Dove. If the Fact of ſuch a Deſcent 
be true, it will eaſily be accounted for by a Paſſage in 
Aulius Gellius, (whence the Hint was probably taken) 
who tells us of Archytas the Philoſopher and Mathema- 
tician, that he formed a Pigeon of Wood ſo artificially, 
as to make it fly by the Power of Mechaniſm, juſt as 

directed it. > And we find from Strada, that many 


2 W 
( 


7 Hor. Sat. 1. 5. v. 98. . 


> Quis enim neſcit, quod ſacræ teſtantur hiſtoriæ tunc temporis cum Fabianus 

in ſummum Pontificem ſalutatus eſt, Columbam cælitùs adveniſſe, ejuſq; capiti 

inſidendo ſuffragium detuliſſe? &c. Hoc idem in complurum Ravennatum Epiſ- 

coporum electionibus ſolenne extitit, quorum memoriam Rubeus recolit. Hiſt. 
Raven, &c. Aring. Rom. Suht. 1.6. c.48. 


3 Pleriq; nobilium Græcorum affirmatiſſime ſcripſerunt ſimulachrum Columbæ 
e ligno ab Archyta ratione quadam, diſciplinaq; mechanica factum volaſſe: Ita 
erat libramentis ſuſpenſum, &c. A. Gell. Noct. Att. I. 10. 12. 
| Tricks 
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Tricks of this Kind were actually contrived for the 
Diverſion of Charles the Fifth in his Monaſtery by one 
Turrianus, who made Jitth Birds fly out of the Room 
and back again by his great Skill in Machinery. 


IT would be endleſs to run through all the * 

Miracles, which are evidently forged or copied after 
the Originals of Paganiſm ; ſince there is ſcarce a Pro- 
digy in the Old Hi ſtorians, or a Fable in the Old Poets, . 
but what is tranſcribed into their Legends and ſwal- 
<3 by their filly Bigots as certain and undoubted 
Facts. ; | TT 


Tux Story of Arion the Mufician riding triumphant 
with his Harp on the Back of a Dolphin, that took 
him up when. zhrown over-board at Sea, is, one would 


— think, too groſsly fabulous to be applied to any: Pur- 


% 


e of Superſtition - Yet our preſent Romans ſo far 
254 =: 2 ones in Fable 1 that out 
of this ſingle Story they have .cotned many others of 
the ſame Stamp, viz. of Dolphins taking up and bring- 
ing aſhore with great Pomp ſeveral of their Saints, 
both dead and alive, who had been thrown into the 
Sea by Infidels, either to drown or deprive them of 


Burial. * 


TnE Table of the Harpies, thoſe Furies or winged 
Monſters, who were ſo troubleſome to AÆneas and his 
Companions, * ſeems copied in the very irt Church 


Vid. Gronovii Not. in Gell. Ibid. | 
* Quos Judex ſubmerſos in mare necavit; ſed Delphinorum obſequio Corpora 


corum ad littus delata ſunt: Sed de Obi Loipa ny cm Marty us impenſo 
plura infra ſuo loco. Aringh. Rom. Subterr. |. 1. c. 9, 10. 


V Virg. An. 3. 211 


within 
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within the Walls of Rome, cloſe to the Gate we enter 
at; where there is an Altan with a Fe Inſcrip- 

tion, ſignify ing, that it was built by Pope Paſchal h 
Second, by divine Iuſpiration, in order to drive away a 

Neſt of huge Demons or Monſters, who uſed to perch 

upon a Tree in that very Place, and terribly inſult all who 

entered the City. ; 


Tun Popiſh Writers themſelves are forced to allow, 
that many both of heir Reliques and their Miracles 
have been forged by the Craft of Prieffs, for the ſake 
of Money and Lucre. Durantus, a zealous Defender 
of all their Ceremonies, gives ſeveral Inftances of the 
former; particularly of he Bones of a common Thief, 
which had for ſome time been honoured with an. Altar, 
and worſhipped under the Title of a Gaint. * And for 
the latter; Zyra, in his Comment on Bell and the Dra- 
gon, obſerves, that ſometimes 40 in the Church very 
great Cheats are put upon the People, by falſe Miracles, 
contrived or countenanced at leaſt by their Prieſts for 
fome Gain and temporal Advantage. And what their 


1 


4 Alltare à Paſchali Papa II. divino aflatu. 
ritu ſolemni hoc loco erectum 
quo dæmones 
proceros nucis arbori inſidentes 
tranſeuntem hinc um dire inſultantes 
confeſtim expulit, 
Urbani VIII. pont. max. auctoritate 
excelſiorem in locum quem conſpicis 
tranſlatum fuit. 
An, Dom. MDCXXV II. : 


* S. Martinus Altare, quod in honorem Martyris exſtructum fuerat, cum offi 
& _— cujuicam latronis eſſe deprehendiſſet, ſubmoveri juflit. Durant. de 
Ritib. I. 1. c. 25. 

3 Aliquando fit in Eccleſia maxima deceptio populi in miraculis fiftis à ſacer- 
2 vel eis adhzrentibus propter lucrum temporale, &c. Vid. Nic. Lyr. in 

S | 


4 . 
1 : 
1 

1 
f | 
1 3 
6 f 


[ 64) 
own Authors confeſs of ſome of their Miracles, we may 
venture, without any Breach of Charity, to believe of all 
the ref} ; nay, we cannot indeed believe any thing elſe. 
without Impiety ; and without ſuppoſing God to concur 
in an extraordinary manner, to the Eftabliſhment of 
Hraud, Error, and Superſtition in the World. 


Tu Refuge or Protection given to all, who fly e 
the Church for Shelter, is a Privilege directly transferred 


from the Heathen Temples to the Popiſh Churches; and 


has been practiſed in Rome, from the time of its un- 
der Romulus; who in Imitation of the Cities of Greece, 
opened an Aſylum: or Sanctuary to Fugitives of all 
Nations. 1 OTITIS TX F: . ' 


Bur we may obſerve the great Moderation of Pagan, 
above that of Popiſh Rome, in regard to this Cuſtom; 
for I do not remember that there was ever more than 
this oe _A/jlam in the times of the Republick.; whereas 
there are now ſome Hundreds in the ſame City; and 
when that ſingle one (which was opened rather for the 
Increaſe of its Inhabitants, than the Protection of Crimi- 
nals) was found in the End to give too great Encourage- 
ment to Miſchief and Licentiouſneſs ; they incloſed it 
round in ſuch a manner as to hinder all Acceſs to it: 
whereas the preſent Popiſh Sanctuaries ſtand perpe- 
tually open, not to receive Strangers, but to ſhelter 
Villains; that it may literally be ſaid of theſe, what 
our Saviour ſays of the Temple, They have turned the 
Houſe of Prayer into a Den of T hijeves : 3 In the early 


* Romulus, at ſaxo lucum circumdedit alto, 
| Quilibet huc, inquit, confuge tutus eris. Ov. Faſt. z. 


0 yap E,ẽe x01 05s widera 71 79 ανẽðjάνẽar zaenldiv is d 
Jurnd avs. Dio. l. 47. p- 385. 5 


3 Matth. xxi. 13. | | 
' Apes 
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Ages of Chriſtianity there were many Limitations put 
upon the Uſe of this Privilege by Emperours and Coun- 
cils; and the greater Crimes of Murder, Adultery, 
T heft, &c. were eſpecially excepted from the Benefit of 
it: * but now they ſeruple not to receive to Sanctuary 
even the moſt deteſtable Crimes; and *tis owing without 
doubt to this Policy of Holy Church, that Murthers are 
ſo common with them in Taly on ſlight Proyocations ; 
whilft there is a Church always at hand and always open 
to ſecure Offenders from legal Puniſhment ; ſeveral of 
whom have been ſhewn to me in different Places, walk- 
ing about at their Eaſe and in full Security within the 
Bounds of their Sanctuary. : 

In their very Prieſthood they have contrived, one 
would think, to keep up as near a Reſemblance as they 
could to that of Pagan Rome and the Sovereign Pontif, 
inſtead of deriving his Succeſſion from &. Peter, (who 
if ever he was at Rome was not at leaſt in any Pomp or 
Splendor there) may with more Reaſon and much better 
Plea for the Power he enjoys, ſtile himſelf the Succeſſor 
of the Pontifex Maximus, or Chief Prieft of old Rome; 
whoſe Authority and Dignity was the greateſt in the 
Republick; and who was looked upon as the Arbiter 


eq; Homicidis, neq; Adulteris, neg; virginum raptoribus, &c. terminorum 
—.— cautelam ; ſed etiam inde extrahes, & ſupplicium eis inferes. Juſtin. 
ovel. 17. c. 7. 


2 Multa divinitus, Pontifices, a majoribus noſtris inventa, nihil præclarius, quam 
quod vos eoſdem, & religionibus Deorum Immortalium & ſummæ Republics 
præeſſe voluerunt. Cic. pro Dom. 1. | ; 

Maximus Pontifex dicitur, quod maximus rerum, quæ ad facra & religiones 
n pon fit, vindexq; contumaciæ privatorum, Magiſtratuumq; Feſt. l. 11, 
in voce Max. 

Quod Judex atq; Arbiter habetur rerum divinarum, humanaramq; Id. in Ordo 
Sacerdotam. | 
T. Coruncanium Pontificatu maximo ad principale extulere faſtigium. Vell. 
Pater, 1, 2. 128. 5 | 
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or Fudge of all things, Civil as well as Sacred, Human 


as well Divine : whoſe Power eſtabliſhed almoſt with 


the Foundation of the City, was an Omen (ſays Poly- 


dore Virgil) and ſure Preſage of that Prieſily Majeſty, 
by which Rome was once again to reign as univerſally, as 
it had done before by the Force of its Arms * 


The great Variety of their Religious Orders and 
Societies of Prieſts ſeems to have been formed upon 
the Plan of the old Colleges or Fraternities of the Au- 


gurs, Pontifices, Salii, Fratres Arvales, &c. The Veſtal 


Virgins might furniſh the Hint for the Foundation of 
Nunneries And I have obſerved ſomething very like 
the Rules and Auſterities of the Monaſtick Life in the 


Character of ſeveral Prieffs of the Heathens, who 


uſed to live by them/etves retired from the World, » near 
the Temple or Oracle of the Deity to whoſe particular 
Service they were devoted; as the Si, the Prieſts of 


| Dodonzan Foe, a ſelf-mortifying Race. : 


7 | apap) & TAD | 
Fo} , U, enmrinm3t yepdwncy, | 

FL II. 17. 234. 
Whoſe Groves the Selli, Race auſtere, ſurround; 
Their Feet unwaſh'd, their Slumbers on the Ground. 


1 Certum portentum quo eſt ſignificatum, Urbem Romam poſtremo 88 
Pontiſicia r late patet, gentibus moderaturam, atq; olim po- 
tentia imperaſſet. Pol. Vir. In. rer. I. 4. 14. wn 
. F ien 7h e d F daAur tacks: ae ee Plato in Timæo. 
p. 1044. . | . 
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Bur above all, in the old Deſcriptions of the Jazy 
mendicant Prieſts among the athens, who uſed to 
travel from Houſe #0 Houſe with Sacks on their Backs, 
and from an Opinion of their Sanctity raiſe every 
where Contributions of Money, Bread, Wine, and all 
kind of Vittuals, for the Support of their Fraternity, 
we ſee the very Picture of the begging Friers ; who: 
are always about the Streets in the ſame Habit, and 
on the /ame Errand, and never fail to carry home with 


them a good Sack fall of Proviſjons for the Uſe of their 
Convent. 


.CICERQ; in his. Book of Laus, reftrains this 
Practice of begging, or gathering Alms, to one parti-- 
cular Order of Prieſts, and that only on certain Days; 
becauſe, as he ſays, » it propagates Superſtition, and 
impoveriſhes Families. Which by the way may let us 
fee the Policy of the Church of Ron, in the great 
Care they haye taken to multiply their begging Orders. 


I covLD. cafily carry on this Parallel through many 
more- Inſtances of the Pagan and Popiſh Ceremonies, 
if I had not already ſaid enough to ſhew from what 
Spring all that Superſtition flows which we ſo juſtly 
charge them with, and how vain an Attempt it muſt 
be. to juſtify by the Principles of Chriſtianity a Mor- 


8 — 


" Stipes reas immo vero & argenteas multis certatim offerentibus ſinu re- 
cepere patulo; nec non & vini cadum & lactem & caſeos avidis animis corra- 


dentes & in ſacculos huic quzſtui de induſtria præparatos farcientes, &c. Apu- 
leius. Metam. 1. 8. p. 262. ; 


2 Stipem ſuſtulimus, nifi eam quam ad paucos dies propriam Idææ matris 
Nest r : Implet enim ſuperſtitione animos, exhaurit domos. Cic. de Legib. 
116. | g 
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ſhip formed upon the Plan, and after the very Pattern 
of pure Heatheniſm. I ſhall not trouble myſelf with 
inquiring at what time, and in what manner theſe 
ſeveral Corruptions were introduced into the Church. 
whether they were contrived by the Intrigues and 
Abvarice of Prieſts, who found their Advantage in 
reviving and propagating Impoſtures, which had been 
of old ſo profitable to their Predecegſors Or whether 
the Genius of Rome was ſo ſtrongly turned to Fanati- 
ciſm and Superſtition, that they were forced, in Con- 
deſcenſion to the Humour of the People, to accom- 
modate and dreſs up their ew Religion to the Modes 
and Fopperies of the old one. This, I know, is the 
Principle, by which their own? Mriters defend them- 
ſelves as oft as they are attacked on this Head. 


ARINGHUS in his Account of ſabterraneous 
Rome acknowledges this Conformity between the Pa- 
gan and Popiſh Rites, and defends the Admiſſion of 
the Ceremonies of Featheniſm into the Service of the 
Church by the Authority of their iet Popes and 
Governors, * who, he ſays, found it neceſſary in the 
Converſion of Gentiles, to difſemble and wink at many 
things, and yield to the Times ; and not to + Force 
againſt Cuſtoms, which the People were ſo obſtinately 
fond 9 nor think of extirpating at once every thing, 
that had the Appearance of profane; but to ſuperſede 


* 


Ac maximi ſubinde Pontifices quamplurima prima quidem facie diſſimulanda 
duxere, optimum videlicet rati tempori deferendum eſſe; fuadebant quippe , 
fibi haud ullam adverſus gentilitios ritus vim, utpote qui mordicus a fidelibus 
retinebantur, adhibendam eſſe; neq; ullatenus enitendum, ut eee he profanos 
ſaperet mores, omnino tolleretur, quinimo quam maxima utendum lenitate, 
ſacrarumq; legum ex parte intermittendum imperium arbitrabantur, &c. Vid. 
Aring. Rom. Subter. Tom. 1. |. 1. c. 21. 
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in ſome meaſure the Obligation 4 the ſacred Laus; 
till theſe Converts convinced of themſelves by Degrees 
and informed of the whole Truth, by the Suggeſtions 2 
the Holy Spore, were content to ſubmit in earneſt to the 
Zole of Chriſt. | 


T 1s by the ſame Reaſoning that the Fe/aites defend 
the Conceſſions they make to their Proſelytes in China; 
who, where pure Chriſtianity will not go down, never 
ſcryple to compound the Matter between Jeſus and 
Confucius ; and prudently allow what the if old 
Prophets ſo impolitickly condemned, a Partnerſhip be- 
tween God and Baal : Of which though they have 
often been accuſed at the Court of Rome, yet I have 
never heard that their Conduct has been cenſured. 
But this kind of Reaſoning, however plauſible it may 
be in regard to the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, or to 
Nations juſt converted from Pagaziſm, is yet ſo 
far from excuſing the preſent Gentiliſin of the Church 
of Rome, that it is a direct Conviction and Condem- 
nation of it; ſinte the Neceſſity alledged in Defence 
of it, if ever it had any real Force, has not, at leaſt 
for many Ages paſt, at all ſubſiſted: And their preſent 
Toleration of lch Practices, however uſeful at firſt 
for the reconciling of Heat hens to Chriſtianity, ſeems 
now to be the readieſt way they can take to drive 
Chriſtians back again to Fatheniſm. 


Bur 'tis now high time for me to conclude, being 
perſuaded, if I do not flatter myſelf too much, that 
I have ſufficiently made good, what I firſt under- 
took to prove; an exact Conformity, or Uniformity 
rather, of Worſhip between Popery and Paganiſm + For 
whilſt, as I have ſhewn above, we ſee the preſent 
People of Rome worſhipping at this Day in the /ame 
5 | Temples; 
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Temples ; at the ſame Altars; ſometimes the fame 
Images ; and always with the {ame Ceremonies, as the 
old Romans; they muſt have more Charity," as well 
as Skill in diſtinguiſhing, than I pretend to, who can 
abſolve them from the /ame Crime of Superſtition and 
Hdolatry with their Pagan Anceſtors. | 
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